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Office, all happineſſe both in ſouleand. 


body in this life, and erernall glory | Py 
in the world to come, be 


multiplied, R 


Mongſt the many titles which 
&3-=i| are given to the Miniſters of 
YER || Gods holy wordin' the Scrip- | 
Y/- tures, the tide of Labourers is Mat. 10.37,38 +» 
one, to ſhew that they ſhould 4 
be labourers z- yea; ſore labou- * Cor-;.9. 
rers,labouring to wearinels & 
fainting. Such a one-\was the 
| Anthor of this following Trea» : Tim.5.r7: 
tiſe, who before God filenced him (by his affliting and 


 chaſtifing hand) was as frequent and conſtant in the 


worke of the miniſtery as any of his brethren 3, and-aþ 


terward was not idle nor unprofitable inprivate,asboth 
the 


The Epiſtle 


the daily reſolutions and ſatisfaRtions, which many 
(both Miniſters and people reſorting to him) received 
from him , and alſo this following Treatiſe, with two 
others farre larger then this (the one ſhewing what a 
true viſible Church, the other what Predeſtination is ) 
doe ſufficiently give witneſſe unto. The occaſion of this 
and the other aforeſaid labours of his, was this : Divers 
of his people reſorting to him at ſundry times for reſo- 
lution in divers queſtions, he defired them to thinke of 
ſome queſtions, wherein they moſt deſired ſatisfaQion, 
and he would (as God ſhould enable him) give anſwer 
thereto,by way of an Evening Exerciſe; which motion 
with much joy they accepted of, and through the good 
' hand and guidance of God (who -certainely moyed 
the one to motion, the other to accept & make choice) 
they made choice in the firſt and ſecond place of theſe 
two maine and fundamentall Queſtions : Firſt, What 
is God : Secondly, What is Chriſt. The dodrine 
whereof is the ſubjet matter of this enſuing Treatiſe; 
an argument high and excellent, and of neceſſity to bee 
knowne in ſome good meaſure of all that will be ſaved. 
How diſcreetly & warily, orthodoxally,fully,(though 
briefly)and plainly,to the capacity of the meaneſt, theſe 
| twoprofound heads of Divinity be handled inthe enſu- 
ing Treatiſe , I neednot ſay, it willappeare to every 
judicious and Chriſtian Reader. I make bold todegi- 
cate itto your Worſhip, Firſt, to teſtifie my unfained 
thankefulnefſe to you for your loyeand kindnefſe to 
me, and all good Miniſters in our Countrey, of whom 
I have ever obſerved youto beea lover and favourer, a 
thing plealingto Godand all good men ; and itisno 
matter whom it diſpleaſeth, ſo God be pleaſed with it. 
. Secondly, to teſtifie my defire of your growth in 

Grace, 


Grace, and in the true knowledg of God,and, of Jeſus 
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To the Reavzn, Mat 1 ai 


g Naerftand (Chriſtian Reader) that this follow. 
6 ing Treatiſe, and the other two before named 
J [2 in the <5/06 Dedicatory , were given by the 
CT IF as they were penned by his own hand ) 
certaine yearesbefive ht dexth} fn one of his Flocke and 
charge, who beſtowed the ſame upon me ;, and 1, being de- 
from of thirrommon good, have publiſhed this for the pre- 
ſent. Bleſſe God jog 8 47d all meanes of thy Spirituall 
£002, B's ri by irinthe true knowledge / God and 
Chrif, which 1bou C ally and plainly openedto thee here. 
in. Forget not to let him have aplacein thy prayers, that 
prayeth daily for thee,and all the people of God, 


William Holbrooke. 
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WEE, S Ser 

= r TOS AT gall oo TanQified men z and 
he r meages and-helps yvighun us rgeythe-Spirit of grace and 
j ofinacn,thar vaihts vin ſpmemeaſure,even wich che 
ſecrersof God ; andrherefere wee mult nor ſogiveover this 
marteras he did , bur oof ahe ce with all diligence, and” 
yet inall bumilicy too, we-may finde and frame 
a modeſt and divine Anſwer"to this high and heavenly de- 

mand. \ h1 
Firft, therefore, that wee may theberter conce:ve and pro- 
firby his Queſtion, wee are to confider (before wee come ro 
the Anſwer thereof, of cwogetirall preparations to the ſame ; 
for as none of Gods buſineſle, { ſpecially not this concerning 
_ his owne Majeſty and being, is tobe undertaken with unwa- 
SERIE nds, that is, withaut due preparation of heatr and af- 
- 2 Generall *K n$ gail before. The firftgenerall preparation is , how 
Pn ble .- "wee ty ſteeme of rhis Queſtion : The ſecond , wich 
WS 5c bee what Tn and limiratigns wee areto proceede therein. 
anſwered what , INthEfitft we aretotonlidertheſe particulars : Firft, that 
God is. "iris ſome fapition of Coriofity co ſeeke into fach an bigh 
The firſt ; _ point ;_ if either wee ſeekero know the brightnefſe and per- 
os 'feQion of Gods Effence (for thar God harti-nor revealed! at 
_ © nlHorthefy}] {tid perfe Rare ofhis properties, and workes, 
- (for God hath nor revealed them but inſome meaſure) it is 
© curciolity inexcofable : Whar? Are we nor content to know thar 
+ God is,andtharhe is ho! ly juſt, 8c, bur'we muſt Jive into 
_. the bottomlefſe deat his Effence ? Reach nat roo Bigh! for 

_ fear of aſhamefn! 


2. * Secondly; that it is Elfitto tre in deffning what God'is: 
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ny SubRanciallor Eſſential knowledge ofGadas che Schools Fe hh 

. ſpeake : neither is there any; definitenzobecfiamed ofhan, OG 
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"-coment [than Goth himlElfe. 3, nciaher if:tbere-diffebentsa 110 
- ſpetifica 5 | pecificalldifference-in this.caſe ; forahere. isno 
ſpectticall difference' ofevery. particularman , -muoh; .lefſe 

- of God , - who\is+ individually. one. Ao been 
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Of God, of Chriff. 


Firſt, in his Efſence ; for an Effence God hath,though.wee 
know it nor, yer muſt and may berightly affirmedof him, The 
Creatures have their Eſſence, and it 18 a part of ch:ir perfeRti« 

| on ; 'ſothar if God have not his Effſence, the Creatures 

| beyond their Creator, which is blaſphemous. Yea, all Crea» 
tures havetheir Eflence from him , chereforehee multneedes 
have an Eflence himſelfe. SIT IIIASS 

This conſidered , God is a Spirtuall ſubſtance or being of 

himſelte. Firſt, God is a Spiritual ſubſtance, &c. Weemighr 
ſay in the Negative, God is an incorporeall ſubſtance, thathe 
hath no body ; but becauſe God hath ſpoken affirmatively of 
himſelfe;o may we too, Fobn 4.34. Godis a Spirit, and here 
(that we may not ſort him wirh any thing elſe, for he hath no 


match )- we muſt learne arule that concernes this whole do- z7yper.meth. 


Qrine of God; and thar is this, That wharſoever is affirmed of 859. 


God which is alſo communicable tothe Creatnres, the ame 
muſt be underſtood by a kinde of excellency and fingulariry 
above thereſt.' Angels are Spirits, and rhe Sonlesof men are 
Spirits' ; but God 18a Spirit by a kindeof excellency or fin- 
eularity above all Spirits : heis che Father of Spirits;the Au- 
thour of Spirits,and,indeedthe Spirit of Spirits. 
Secondly, God is a Subſtance or being, although the word 
3:4.» Subſtance or being, bee nor nſed in Scripture, (bur was 
. deviſed and taken up ſome 360 yeares after Chritby the 
Nycene Fathers, to cleare the difference betwixt Perſon and 
Subſtance in God. For(faid ſome Heretickes)if Chriſt be God 
of the ſame Snbſtance and being with the Father : then when 
Chriſt was incarnate, the Father was incarnate alſo. No, faid 


the Orthodoxe, for though he bee ofthe ſame Subſtance with- ' 


© the Father, yer ts he-not the ſame Perſon, Sothis word was 
then deviſed of pnrpoſe to avoid herefie ; yer it hathgood 
warrant from Gods owne mouth, Exod. 3. 14.where he faith, 
1amthat I am; that is,] am a being,and not ſo onely,bur = 
hovah allocomes from a omcher Senides co be,and ſo tobe, 
as that he was,is,and ſhall befrom al eternity,toall eternity; | - 
according to that in Revel,1.4- Which was, and Which 12,and 
Which #4 to come. And ſach a being he is,as in compariſon of 
him, all other beings are no beings. 
Ii 


V 


Laſt ly, 


Pade-4vm lev. | 


Of God of C briſt 


+ Laftly,God isof h;wſeife, for ſo indeed the word 7 am in- 
rends , that is, Tam ofand by my ſelfe, nothing concributing 
ro my being : To rhis parpoſe are theie places of Scriprure , 
Pſal.go. 2. Before the Mountaines were made, and before 
thou haddeft formed the earth and the world, evenfrom ever 
laſting to everlafting tho art our God.Revel,r.8.1 am Alpha 
and Omega,the beginning and the ending, ſaith the Lord & c, 
Iſaiah 40.1 3- Whohath inſtyulted the Spirit of the Lord ? or 
was his (onnſellor or taught him? There was none before 
| him,rogive to him, or to communicate anything rohis being , 
thercfore he is of himſclfe. 47s 17. 25.He gives to all life,and 
breath,and all things .cherefore nothing contribures unto him, 
Rom.11.3435,36. For who hath known the mind of the Lord? 
or who,was his counſellor? Or who hath given unto him firft , 
and he ſhall be recompenced? For of him, and through him,and 
for him are allthings,@&c. therefore God iis of himſelfe. Ger. 


- I7.1-1 am God all ſo fficrent,that is, of my ſelfe , needing no 
orher Creature co contribute nnro me, but coneriburing to all 
Creztures. i 186 bf 
ea lon T be Reaſons and Wſes of theſe points follow, 
_ fo And firſt,thar God is a Spirit, the Reaſon is, becanſe a Spirir 


isthe beſt, higheſt, and pureſt Nature ; and we know, even in 

onr owne nnderſtandings , that that which is moſt earthly, is 

1 moſt baſe : God then being the molt excellenc and higheſt 

Nature, muit needs be a Spirit roo. 

24 Secondly,elſe hecannor be every where, for a body is com- 
prehended 1n a certaine place. | 

lifes. The firſt Uſe, is roreprove thoſe Heretickes,the «Ant hrops- 

To morphites, that would make God ro be #man, becanſe hee hath 

$4.5 Up rheparrsof a man attributed ro him in theSecripeure ; as Eies, 

tr Loc, Com. Fands,8c. Bur this isno good reaſon;fortheſeareartribured 

Is, ro God, -becanſe there are iomeeffets inGod,which are an- 

| ſwerable rothe effeQs of theſe parts in man ; and therefore an 

Eye is attribured to God, becauſe as ir is theeffeR of an Eye 

IJ to ſee and behold; © Ged by his providence beholderh all 

— : and fo hs workeis called his Hand, becauſe it is the 

effect ofthe Hand ro worke : and'fo he isfaid ro have an Fare, 

becauſe hee continually hearerh theprayers ofhis Children , 


nor 


Of God of Chriſt. 


northat God hath any ſuch parrs;for he is a Spiric, Tg 
The ſecond uſe, 1sagainlt Papiſts, that worſhipGodin I> 


mages, which is grofle Idolatry , forbidden by God in. Dex Caly; Infticuc. 
feronomite;cap 4,1 5216. Tee ſaw no Image inthe day that the lb. mma 


Lord ſpake to you in Horeb a corrupt not your ſelves in 
making you a graves Image or the repreſentation of any figure, 
whether it bes male or female. And Iſay 40.18. To whons 
then will you liken God,or what emilitude will yee ſet up unto 
Bim? And (© it reprooves allcarnall worſhippers, that give 
unco God-anourward bodily worſhip onely. God is a Spirir, 
and therefore we muſt give him a Spiricuall worſhip, wee muſt 
worſhip him with our. hearcs and Spirics, a8 well as with our 
bodies : this uſe our Saviour makes of ir, Joh.4-24-God ic: 4 
Spirit,therefore worſhiphim in Spirit andTruth.. | 
Then ſecondly, that God is a ce of. being, rhe reaſon 
i$; Ficſt,becanſe all chings ſubſift in him, as intheur Foundari- 
on, a agile our a Snbtance. - jag 
Secondly,himſe many propermcs, as juſt, Holy, &c, 
encetierefores Subſtance, icky! , 


The firſt Uſe: Secing God 18 a erue or Gbſtanciallbeing, Wee {ſe x. 


muſt nor call imo queſtion, whether there be a God or no; ag 
the Acheifts and Phi have done , thac effirme, thac 
Gods name is bur a bare Title, a bug-Beare to keepe menin 
2wWe; 28. Plinius Stridas ſaid. Bur theſethar doe thus deny 
and deride God here, : ſhall ſeele ia hell , that chere is-2 
God. C1 7 


The ſecond Uſe , is againſt Hypocrites , thac make God Ben, 


bur a Shadow , in-thar they thinke hee is ſatisfied and ferved 

with: an earward: ſhadow of worſhip. Bne:they are deceived, 

for God is a. Subflance, and therefore willhave aruc and ſab- 

Rantiallworſhip./> 0 the: kit) 
Laftly,that God is ofhimſelfe, the reaſonis ;. 


Firſt, becauſe he madeallthings elle,Gen.1.2 cherefore bee Reaſon 1, 


muſt needs be of himſclfe.. - my” 
God:be nor of himfſeclfe, ben chere-wes- ſorewhbes, before 
him £o-comribme r0-him j and then there: muſt bee {ome- 
what beforechar co commibure toic's andfo wee ſhould ran .1n 
on "BS Infinitum : 


a - 


Of God, of Chriſt 


Infinitum : But nothing contribmes to God, therefore hee is 
of himſelfe, 

The firſt xiſe;js troteachns to reſt fully and ablolutely upon 
him-alone for allchings.. 

The ſecond vie is;againſ the fooliſh Popiſh, ſortiſhneſleof 
many that thinke they gratifie God,as giving him ſomewhar 
when they obey him. Silly wretches, God-bath no-need of 
them nor their ſervice neither, hee takes nothing of them for 
himſelfe; all char he takes otus is this; to accept in good part 
our poore ſervice,and for Chriſts fake ro be pleated with us, 
Eſay 43-25. Pſalme 50.x:.God hathno need of vs, forall the 
world is bis,and all chat cherein is, he is othimielf;and nothung 
that wee can do,ean profic him. | 

Now in the ſecond place wee are to conſider of God in his 


SubGiſtence, which ſore call the manner of his being : Urſine, 


(this is a matter of great importance, and therefore I wonld 
defire you in Gods name tobe very attentive to it,) Gods E(- 
ſence difters from his Subſiſtence, at leaſt inour ap non; 
his Eflence is one thing,his SubGftence is another; his Eſſence, 
that is , his being ; his Sub6Rence, that 1s, the manner of his 
being; this difference wee muſt. make for onr owne appre- 
henſhon and cepacity, for both theſe are cne in God: I fay the 
Eſſence of God is his abſoluce being in himſelf; his S#b{fence 
imports his being,as-ir is attended: with cenaine cflenciall, 
internall, andincommunicable properties. : To make ir plaine 


| by a fimilitude, and from a ſmaller matter co conceive a 


greater : Aman harh his eflence, and his ſnbGſtence ; 'a mans 
eſſence ishis being,conſiſting of marrer and forme,of body and 
ſoule; his fibliſtence'is his ſobeing, with certaineaccidents 
belongibg to limgas rhavhee is high or low;black or white; bur 
God 1s infinitely orherwiſe then man, as having neither com- 
poſition,nor accidents. | | 
Now we come to the definition, thus confidered; God is a 
ſpiritual! ſbſtance, ſnbſiſting by cerraine ſeveral! properties, 
ih three diftin& perſons, the Farher, Sonne , and holy Ghoſt : 
ety onedftheſe;phraſes needs a ſeverall illnſtration; the 
firt thihg here ro bee exponnded 1s the. Subfiſtenceof Gods * 
for the opening of this point , wee muſt know, hes ſome 
vines . 
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Divines confound theſe chings, and make Subſtance tobe Sub» 


fiſtence,and Subſiſtence to be Properrtites,and Properties ro be 
Perions, and Perions to be: Subſtance , and yer many: of them 
hold the ſame crurh with us in tenſe, thoyugh-not-in word ;.buc 
theſe rermes as we proponnd them;rightly underfiood, arethe 
ſafeſt, ſimpleſt, and-plaineſt unfolding of this mylery ; And 
therefore before 1 come-rorhe matteritſelte,l muſt acquaint 
you with theſe chings ;- Firſt, chat the blefled Trinitie isentire 
within it ſelfe, and cannor be il.uftrared, nor receive any helpe 
from any thing elſe,becauſe tuch things are aoctelſewere tobee 
found, rhey muſt bee expreſſed mucually by rhemſclves, and 
one of them deſcribed by the other, as $ub/iftence by Perion, 
Perfbn by Property &c,and fo ina circle; which ir bee 
ablurd in other things which are finite, yer intheſethings 
which are #»finite, it is moſt neceflary , becauſe they can- 
not otherwiſe bee explained. Secondly, uaderfiand that theſe 
rermes of Perſon, Propertic, Subfiſtence, &e-: were deviſed 
the Fathers, 300. yeeres after Chriſt,ofpurpoſe,to meer wir 
certaine Hereriques, and romakecleare ;the-atticle of their 
faith in the blefſed Trinitie, Thirdly, that therefore we are 


not to expeR any expreſſe. Scriprute for proofe of. theſe 


cermes; yet the things incffe&tmay be proved our of Gods 
word. of a4 CIOET 
Theſerhingspremiſed,we come totellyou whattheſererms 


220-in- chenifaloer, Fir, for-Subfifency. Wharis thank; Jovs - 


the being of the divine naturein ſuch or ſuch a Perſon.” 'A Pere 


' ſox is the;divine nature ſpecified by ſichor ſuch a Propertie, 


A Propextieyis that internall efſenciall relationto the divine 
natureywhereby the perſonsbave (ach and ſuch Subſiftence.The 
Propertiein the Trinity is ro beget,to be begotten,toproceede. 

Ic is thepropertie of the Father to beger,) of che Son robe be- 
gotten, of the holy Ghoſt ro proceed. A Subfiftence isthebeing 
of God in ſuchor ſuch aPerſon,as inthe Father, Sonne,. or hol 
Ghoſt. APerfonis thedivine narure ſpecified by ſuch or 

a Property, asof che Father to beger the Sonnerobe 
the holy hot toproceede 3A Property:isthat incernall rela» 
tion whereby the Farher begers,che Sonne isbegorren,&c.and 


* Þmuchof Subliftence :now ofthe Properties, By cenaine fe- 
wats: liz verall . 
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yerallproperries;1 ſay ſeverati;for chere are certaine properties 

wherein they allcommunicate ; as goodnefle, and mercy,&c. 
bur theſe admit no communication bur .thar which is affir- 
med ofthe one is flatly denied of the other ; as to beper is 
affirmed of theFather, yer denicd of the other two Perſons; 
as for example, farher begets a ſon, and under God gives him 
hisbeing and ſon-hood, bar che property whereby he begers 
his fonispecnliar tothe facher himſelfe ;. ſointhac erernall 
generation Godgave his Son his being and his Son-hood, yer 


the etting,and of being a Father he reſerves ro 
= 


Properties tobepet, tobe begotten, co proceede, they ma 
becalled Reriens: becauſe they are affirmed efomperta 
reſpeQively roanorher ; - asto beget is che property ofthe 
Father, and isafficrmed of the Father reſpeRively co the Son 
thatis begocten ;. ſothey maybe and are called of ſome, 
Workes ,becanſethey confift of Actions; as to beger, robe be- 
gorten ,cO proceed: Burt whether-ſoever of cheſewe call them, 
we muſt aaderftand them with cheſe differences, thatchey 
be incernall and efſenriall ; firſt, rhey be incernallco diſtin. 
iſh them from workes char are externall,as Creation, Re. 
emprtion, Sandtification ; theſe are propercies too, bat 
ere not meerly internall, but are externally exerciſed by God 
towards the s ; Secondly, they beeeſſentiall pro- 
rom ofthe very  Efſence of God in inch and ſachs Per- 


Wee comero the laſt part of the Definition. /#shroee 41. 
ftintt perſons, 5. three; fo many and no more : difÞinit; the * 
ſubſtance and narureof God is one and the ſame; the perſon 
arediftintand divers : che Pather is God, and the Sonne is 
God , and the holy Ghoſt is God , bne yer the Farher is nor 
the Sonne, nor the Sonne is not the Father, 8c. Buc how can 
theybeerheee, and yer bur one ; diſtinguiſhed and yer che 
fame ? we may ſeea glimpſe of this inthe Sunne, there is the 
body of che Sanne, and the Beames, and the Light, all cheſs 
ace 0ne in fe, andyer three diſtin things. Perſorr: A 
_ perfor if the divine natuwre,fpecified by fach & fuch a proper- 

ty ; wemuſt take heede thar wee underſtand notzes pee 
, ; : * 


ſ 
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and other Heyeriques have done, that the perſons inthe God- 
head are bur Offices;for though they have their Offices, = a 
perſon is arhing really fabfiſtent inrhe divine Nature, which 
an Office is not:Secondly , wee muſt nor imagine that it is in 
God as itis in man; for in man we cannor imagine a Perſon;but 
ir maſtbe marerial with ſuch or fuch a ſhape;but we muſt ima- 
gine thePerſons inthe Godhead to be anſwverable co the ſub- 
Rancefſubſiſting in it, immareriall, infinire and efſenriall : Te 
differs from an Effence,as a thing ſpecified and lefſe common, 
from a thing more common and withont ſpecification: Then 
they arechree diſtinRperſons,the Father,Son,and holy Ghoft, 
I ſhall nor neede at this time ro encer imo their ſeverall 
Offices, bur onely fo farre as concernes this deſcriprion : The 
Father is the firſt perſon of the blefſed Trinity that hath eter- 
nally begotten the Sonne of himſelfe. Now wee ſhall have 
proofes or of Gods word for that wee ſpeake ; the provofe of 
this isin Pſal.2.7. Thou art my Sonne, this day have I hegot- 
zen thee, The Sonne is the ſecond perſonof the bleſſed Trini- 
ty, erermally begotten ofthe ſubſtance of his Father : che ſame 
proofe in Pſal. 2 . that proves that the Father begor, proves 
alſo rhar the Sonne is begorrenof the Father: And John 7.19, 
bar / kxow him,for 1 ans of him and he hath ſent me, | 
The holy Ghoſt isthe third Perſonof the bleſſed Trinit y, 
eternally proceeding fromthe Father arid the Sonne , Joby 
15.26. bat when the Comforter ſhall come , whom Iwill ſend 
»uto you from my Father : But of theſe ſeverally in their own 
laces. 
: Now weehavepaſt throngh theparts of the Deſcription ; 
for our further inflronR1ion, I will gather from — 
$ 


vation, andthar is this : God hath revealed himfelfe inhis x as, - 


word to be exe, God, ſubſitinginchree diſtin& perſons, rhe 
Father, Soxne,and holy Ghoſt : Andthis hehath done ſome- 
what more hiddenly , asinthe triple repeating of the ſame 
name, Jſaiah 6.43. Holy, holy, holy. Lord God of Hoſts ; 
this fomewhat hiddenly gives on$touriderftand , that God is 
one in Efſence, three in perſons; Orelſe in ſeverall names, as 
Pſatme.3 3.6. By woke Fu Lovd were thebtavens made, 
avd all the oft; of them by the breath of bis month : = 

W-% Lora, 


arſine,z23, 
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Reaſons 
A poſtcrior/, 


2o 


tiſe 1. 


2. 


| Lord, there is the Father :the Word, there is the Sowne ; the 


breath of bis mouth ,chere 1s the boly Joof : Andthe like is 
inthe 25am. 23. The Spirit of the Lord ſpake by mee, 
&c-The God of Iſrael ſpake to me, the ffrength of Iſrael ſaid, 
verſe 3. | | 

| Secondly, more plainely, as when it is expreſſely ſaid;there 


-arethree perſons, as in the 1 John 5.7. There are three 
' which beare record in heaven, the Pather, the Word, and the 


holy Ghoſt, and theſe three are one. And Mat. 28. 19. Bap- 
tizing them inthe name of the Father, and of the Son, and of 
the holy Ghoſt, .- ; 

The Reaſons are theſe(althongh there be no forcing Reaſons 
to cauſeic to bee ſo, theſe being matters without canſe , yer 
there are certaine Reaſons tobe givenfrom the effeR or con- 
ſequent.) | 

Firſt, to diſtinguiſh the true God, from all falſe = inthe 
world ; the Turkes and che Jewes, andthe Heathen , be- 
leeve in one God ; but robeleeve in one God, three in Per- 
ſons,is pequliarro the Elect, as is ſaving Faith, and true Reli- 

ion. 
; Secondly, to procure in vs a greater admiration of che Ma- 
Jeſty of God, that wee mighc the more admire and adore that 
which we leaſt apprehend. | 

Thirdly , ro fic our knowledge of his Majeſty to the ſan- 
ery adminiftrations which hee doth exerciſe cowards vs, as 
namely, the worke of Creation, Redemption, SanRificati- 
ON, &c. 

The Utes are theſe, Firſt, this teacheth ns to praiſethe good- 
neſig.of God,that hath been pleaſed fo to reyeale himſelte in 
his Werd : how would onr mindes wander in blifide nncer- 
tainties, and Idolatrons conceits inonr prayers and medi- 
tions of God ,_gfhethad nor ſerns downe this Reſt in his 
word,and ſorevealed himſelfe ? 
. Secondly, we muſt ſo underſtand and beleeve inhim three 
in one, and one in three, diftinQtly, bur inſeparably ; letnor 
the one beare thee fromthe conſideration of the chree, nor ler 
not the three bear thee from the conſideration of the one,and 
without thus farre underſtanding him, we cannor poſſibly bee 


faved 


- 
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faved. And withall ill obſerve theſe twoRules : Firſt, chat ; 
the Eſſence of God is wholly in every one ofthe » as 
the Reaſon, Will,and Memory is all: but one Soule; and yer 
every one of theſe is the whole Soule,for that is indivifibleand 
God is much more indivifible, and therefore the whole God- 
head is in every one of the Perſons. Secondly, that theres no 
1ncquality berwixt them in digmicie-or fuperioritie, none of= 
them is before,or after-another,but as they are all ofoneandthe 
ameſubſtance,ſ are they all equall inpower,dignity, and au- 
thoriry,for nothing can be higher then God,and every one of 
themare God. $4 195% - +a. + Laugh 
' Thirdly,then wee muſt foworſhiphim ; letthis be your ob- 
j<t in your Medications, and fit. your Faith torheſe and noo- 
ther tegures, one God in:ſubſtance, threeinperfon,: and (o 
wee muft fir our Obedience; and likewiſe in prayers and 
thankeſgivings,accordingto the exampleot the Apoſtle Paul, 
who mentions three perſons in prayer. 2-Cor-1 3-1 3» Thegrace 
of our Lord Feſm (rift, and the love of Godthe Father, and 
the (ommunion of the holy Ghoſt, bee: with you «ll, Amen: Sa. - 
and this maketh againft divers , as Sabellins, Hermogenes, - 
Praxeas Vogel.25.Hyper.104- £ | | 
The third reſpe& that wee are to conſider of God in, is in Why they bee 
his artribures,or properties;and firſt oftheir name why theyare called Acrri- 
fo called;they arecermed Attributes ;becauſe they are afficmed 2955: 
of Godin his ward , and aſcribed direQly ro him : Secondly, 
 menand ls,andallche Creatures incheir kinde,dofreely 
yeeld him theſe things , and the honour of them, as his owne - 
due. Thirdly,ic is no diſparagement ro God, but indeed his 
true honour,thar ſych things are ſpoken of him,  - 1g. » 
And they are called Properties, becauſe they ar pecfliar Why they bee 
: tohis Majetty, and arefoin bimasrthar they arenot fo in any c:licd Prope:- 
creature: Secondly, wee are to confidghwhas theſe Propercies © * 
are; they are hard to bedefined, bur God would nor have us 
without the knowledge of them, therefore wee wiltalivide 
them into their ſeverallrankes, and give you Inftances ofthe 
particulars : Bur firſt you mult take the deſcription of God- 
— mhis Atcribuces and Properties as inthe former. WIE 
This conſidered, God is one ſpiritual ſubſance A” 
A PR 
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the Sanne, and thetholy Ghott, 1, Eternall; 2. molt Holy: 3 
Almightie:4. Mercifull: 5.doing exceeding wel by his Children. 

Wee will now diſtingniſh theſe Artribuces in their rankes, nr 

as they bee inGod, bur _ che ampes of them, as 

they are found in us, wee being the moſt abſolute created and 

materiall Image of God, that ever he made: Chriſt is morethe 

_ , Image of God thenwe, bur heisnor meerely a creature ; the 
| Angels alſo are more the Image of God then man, butthey 
are immateriell : wee will takerhe ſeverall kinds of Proper- 
ries or Attribures, and give you one inſtance in every kinde , 

that fo the reſt may bee eſteemed by that, and that wee may 
avoid redionſnefle : They may bee reduced ro five heads: The 
The proper. firſt are ſuch as cannor deexpreſied, bur covertly under the 
tics or attri= Hame ofhis Efſence ; the ſecond may be called by the name 
bures of Ged, of qualities and graces; the. third = the nameofpowers, and 
ranked int9 faculties ; rhe fgurth by the name of paſſions , and affeRions ; 
aycrankes. 2nd the fifth may bee called by the name' of ations: and 
doings. F p | AB T 

"_ Fiſt, thoſe thar cannot be expreſſed bm covertly, naderthe 
name ofhis Eſſence, they are theſe;pure,fimple,indivifible,only 
ne,igfinire, eternall, and fuch like; It isrrue thatthis ocher 
Eartcibures are bis Eſſenceroo,bur they may be deſcribed to vs 

X by other names, [bur theſe cannorbee expreſſed bur under: che 
Hnameofhis Efſence , and" therefore cheſe may becalled Gods 
Excellencies or Singularities., becauſe they are. in God,and 
£ eannor be in no meaſire inany thing elſe;;-and if ir were poſ: 

2 


fille that theſe could bee in any other Creature,chey mot 
bee che Effence of the Creature; for whereſoever ſuch things 
are y they are in the Efſenceof rhe chin Iany'Creatnrre 
beererniall-icmuſt be by his Effence ; bat this cannor be, for 
-nothing is ererna!! bue 'God' onely. What is pure? The 
Angels are pere, bnutmor'as God: © What is indivifible? 
The Soule of man, bnt nor as God, for hee is ſimply 1n- 
* Thoſe in- the ſecond place-are called by cthename ofquali-: 
ties-or graces; as holy, good, wiſe, tre, faichfull, juſt and ſach. 
like, Bur your may ſayzaretheſe qualities and graces in God? 
Fanſwer, No; bur they may bee called , becauſe they are (o 
in 
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.4n us,and hee doth qualific and grace us with them : bur they 
. arenot ſoinbim; nothing is in himas a quality , nor nothing 
> him, bur indeed hee gives them grace,borh in himſelte, 
uc eſpecially in us ; bur becauſe ſuch things are (o in as, they 
may be ſaid ro bec ſo in God,onely for compariſon ſake, and for 
our underſtandings. | 
In the chird place or ranke, are thoſe that are called 
powers or faculties; as almightineſſe, all-fufficiencie, will; 
they be matrers of power, and therefore it is no diſparagement 
co God,to have them attributed co himall power being in and 
fromhim : theſearein ns , bnethey are limited, beſtowed and 
received; in him they areoriginally.and ofhimielfe. - 
In the fourth place are choſe thar are called paſſions or affe- 
Rions;as love,anger,metcifulnefle, and ſuch like. God is moſt 
free from paſſion , To that this isthe fartheſt ſtrerchr phraſe of 


all thereſt, yer ſuch chings being in God, and wee having no + 


ficrer title ro reduce chem unto, and becanſe they are ſuch in 
ws, therefore wee may in modeſty and reverence attribure 
them to God, Ic isrrue chat they are nor inus, asthey are in 
Gad,loye and mercy,&c. are not paſſions in God, (for to ſa 
ſo were blaſphemie) for hee is not moved, as we be,wirk pat 
fion in loving , but onely in reverence and modeſty, and for 
Do&trine ſake. we thus ſpeake. | 

In che fifth ranke are thoſe that are calledby che name of 
aQions or doings, which proceed trom ſach propercies ; as to 
love, to will , to doe wellby his,to hare finne, &c. which are 


alſo efſentiall to Ged ; for though ir cannot bee ſaid, that 


. Gods well doing by the taithfull is his Eſſence ; yet ic is true 
that he dorh well byrhem, inand by bis Efſence; Bur there is 
a generall ritle for theſe in the fonrthplace, andrhereforewee 
will repiteit tillthen, here only we ſpeake of them as they are 


incident rothisthird conſideration; thar is, as being attri- ;7;de 2oced. * 
bnres and properties, nor as they are workes exerciſed cowards 7oc-Comp. 40. 


the creatures. | | 
Now to the Definition; wee have ſcene theſeverallrankes 
of rheſe Actributes, the Inſtances are in the Definition. God 
182 Spiritnall fabſtance, the Farher, the Sonne, and the holy 
Ghoſt, Ecernall,moſt Holy, Almighty Mercifull, doingexcee- 
Kk 2 ding 
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1.1»$tance 
Eternall. 


2: Holy. 


| & 
+ B#fercifull, 


3. 
'Y Almightie- 


_ ding well by his Children, Theſe Inſtances are tobeopercd 


_w_ applied co their. ſeverall.rankes; And firſt of the firſt In» 
ance, v 

Eternall :This is of the fiſt ranke ,/ which cannor be ex- 
preſſed but under the name of Gods Eſſence , andis one of his 
ſingularities. Now that God is Eternall,isprooved thus; That 
which was before and is afterall, is Erernall, but God was be« 
fore all, P/al.g0.2.and hee is after all, Pſal. 102, 27. therefore 
he is Ecernall; heis A/phaand Omega, the firſt and the laſt, 
as it isin the Revelation, This is the firſt ranke of Proper- 
ties, and cannot be expreſſed bya quality, orpower,or aCtion, 
and therefore it isexpreſt-under the name of his Eſſence. This | 
one Inſtance ſhall ſerve for all of thar fort. | 

The ſecond Inftance,is,moſi Holand this belongs to the ſe= 
cond ranke of Attributes, called qualities and graces , becauſe 
they are ſuch in us. Now that God 1s moſt Holy,is proved, 
Exed.15.11. Who u like thee, ſo wonderfull or glorions in 
holmeſſe! | 

The third Inflance, is Almighty; and belongs tothe third 
ranke, called powers or faculties. That God is Almighty , is 
prooved, Gen. 17:1. 1 am God all-ſufficient, or Almighty; To 
this referrehis Willand other things which are powers and fa- 
culties inus. - | 
The fourth Inſtance, is Mercifull ; that muſt be referred to 
the fourth ranke, called paſſions and afteQtions. That God is 
mercifull, 1s prooved, Pſalme 103.8, The Lord is full of 
compaſcion.and mercie, 


The fifthInſtance,Doingexceeding well by his children;this 


3stobe referred tothe fifth.ranke, called ations and doings. 


Now. that. God dath exceeding well by his Children, is 
prooved, Geneſis 15.1.1 am thy exceeding great reward. You 
ſee now how. the-Definition anfwers to the rankes of Attri- 
butes or Properties, and herein what God is confidered in his: 
Attributes qrProperties. 

. Now-I wonld bave you obſerve, that theſe Inſtances in the 


. Defivition, are ſer down ia the higheſt degree; as Erernall,moſt 


igheſt degree that may bein God.” 


Novyy. 


= ' Almightie, &c, to teach us, that theſe Attributes are-in 
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Now we come to lay downe certainerules,whereby wemaſt 
bee guided inthe conſideration of theſe Attributes orproper- 
ties,andthey are fonre. Firſt , they are alleflentiall ro God. 
Secondly, they areall abſolute in God. Thirdly, theyare all 
equall roallthe three Perfons. Fourthly they are all incom- 
municablertothe Creatures. : , gh 
- Firſt, theyare all eſſenciall ro God, for in Godis noacci- 
dent at all ; for whatſoever is in God,the ſame 1s God; fo that 
rheſe verie things which are found in God , thelikewhereof 
are fonnd inus ; as Holinefſe, Wiſedome, &c. they arenor in 
him by proportion ro vs,onrsrather are fo called by ſomeſlen- 


. ,derproportion to his; but theyarerraely, really, and eſſenti- 
ally in himy © thar they may betruely called the Efſence of 


God. But you will ſay, It every oneof theſe be his Efſence, 
then he hach many Eſſences? I anſwer, No, All theſe are 
burone in-God , his Mercy is his Juſtice, and his Juſtice is 
his Mercy ; and each are his Efſence', onely they differ 


in our apprehenſion ; every of them in God 18 one with 


thegcher, and all and every of them is one with his Eſſence; 
for hee hath but one Eſſence, and this though wee cart 
not comprehend it, yet itis ſo, and ſo wee muſt beleeve jr. 
Secondly , they are all abſolute properties in God,(ol call 
them ro diſtinguiſh them from thoſe reſpeCtive properties, 
whereby every-Perſen inthe Trinitie hath his own ſubfiſtence, 
which we ſpake of in the ſecondDeſcriprion of Godzas tobegetr, 
co bee begorren, to proceede; theſe come nor within this Rule, 
Some of theſe properties are reſpeRive to the Creatures, 
as to doe well by the Faichfull, bur they are abſolute in God. 
Thirdly, they are all equall co all the three Perſons, and 
alike affirmed ofthem all. The Father 1s Erernall;moſt Holy., 
Almighty, Mercifull, doing exceeding well by his Children, 
The Sonne is Eternall.,, moſt Holy, Almighty-, Merci- 
ſall, doing exceeding well by his Children. And fo is 
the holy Ghoſt, Eternall, &c. The- reaſon 18,. becanſe 
the three Perſons are but one Eſſence, andtherefore can admir 
nodifference in things that are Eſſentiallco the Divine nature 
11 it (elle. 
Fourthly, theſe areall incommunicable to the Creatures, 
K3 : The 
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The reſpeQtve properties were incommunicable to the other 
Perſons 2: theſe are incommumnicable to the Creatures ; and 
forme of theſe are more incommunicable , and ſome lefle ; 
ſome are ſo incommunicable , that their very names cannoc 
be attribared cothe Creatures, much lefle che things; as E- 
rernall, Almighty, and ſuch like: {Ome may in name, but noc 
in the thing; forthey are infinugely otherwiſe in God ; ag 
leaſt ifthe thing be artribured to the Creacure,yec it is but in 
ſome ſmall reſemblance or proportion , nor in cthac meaſure 
that they are inGod , for they are infinitely more in God, 
as Wiſedome ; at leaſt nor ſuch or ſomuchin us,, as in God. 
And whereas happely forme one of theſe Attributes is in one 
Creature alone,and fome in another ,and thar.bur in a flender 
meaſure —_—— alrogether inGod alone, & that in the 
higheſt degree: He «lone iz good, Mat. 19. 17. and onely 
, wiſe,Rom.16.27- and King of kings, 1 Tim. 6.15. And this 
is the reaſon why the loſtancesin che Definition areſer down 


* inthehigheſt degree,as Almighty,moſt Holy,&c, 


Now forour furcher inftruQtion, we will gather from hence 
.anobſervarion, and that isthis $ That howſoever God is moſt 
fingle and ſimple in himſelfe , yer he is pleaſed robe knowne 
and called by (ach certaine Artributes , and properries, that 
doe more plainely decipher him unto us. Exodus 34.6. The 
Lord, the Lord, ſtrong, merciful, and graciom, &'c. When 
the Lord would deſcribe himſelfe nmto Moſes , hee thinkes ir 
not.enough to ſay, The Lord,the Lord, and ſo namehimiclfe 
by bis Title ; bur alſo explaines himſelfe by his Actribures, 
Strong, merciſull, &c. Firft, the Title is ſer downe, that di- 
re&ly points our this Subjet, which is God himſelfe .. The 
Lord the Lord : Secondly, the Attriburesrhar are afticmed 
of or concerning this Subject, Srrong, mercifull, &c. And io 
Pſal.103. 1,2,3. My ſoule praiſe thou the Lord: there is the 
Subje& ; and then followes the things affirmedofthis Sub- 
jeR, The forgiveneſſe of ſin,and the healing of infirmities, as 


Reaſons of two jt i8 inthe Ortiginall, 


The Reaſons toproverhis mnſt be of two forts : Firſt, thar 
ſuch thingsare in God. Secondly, that God foreveales him- 
ſelfe. The Reaſons of the firſt ſort;thar ſuch things arein God, 
aretheſe: Firſt, 


M 
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Firſt , becanſe we findethe effefts of chem in his dealings 1. 
towards us; as Of his W ill, Power,Goodnefle,&c.And there- 
fore there muſt be ſuch things in Him which arethe canſes 
and founraine of ſucheffeRs, . | 

Secondly; many ſuch hingsare found in the Creatures 2, 
themſelves, and (oas that they are the grace, and tendtothe 
perfe&tionof the Creature; therefore rhey moſt needs beſo in 
God the Creator and maker , who hath endned them with 


—_—_ theſe thingsare eſpecially-found in man, made 3* 


after 


Secondly , for our light and diretion indiſcerning-ant 2. 


ked pnnithed, and the fairhfull preſerved, and things ſo well 

ordered in the governmenr'of rhe world , we may hft up our 

eyes to God,and confider,ard beleeve,andadmire his Juſtice, 

Mercy,and Wiſkedome. © C0 OO BLAH LG TIS D2 DOLLS? © 

TheUtes:Firſt,ſeeing God hath forevealed himſelf nnto fs; #//e 15 © 

we muſt learne oro nnderfiand him; aod fo ro beleeve'in him, 4. %\ 

and ſoro worſhiphim, as one that is Erernall , moſt Holy, 

Almighty, Mercifall, doing exceedingwell by his Children. 

' Tnonr prayers onrehouphts muſt þe enlarged! 11/2- general 

extent to all theſe Artribures, bur eſpecially co that which js? - 

moſt nſetalf and firring toour preſent purpoſe't as D4>5 <d 2 

mrhefirſt of Sam,Chap.r7 .45.when he was togoe fightwith 

Goliah ; He rakes hold on the power of God, and thovgh hee' 
GESICIOLI >: : kneyy- 
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knew that God was juſt and mercifull roo, yerhetakes-hold 
of this Attribute, the Lord of Hoſts , as being moſt niefull co 
him for that preſent purpoſe : Andſoif any man lacke wiſe- 
dome,he muſt apprehend the wiſedome of God, and not his 
power, &c. Bur yet Rill be ſure co have the Eyeof thy Faith 
fixed on the eſſenciall SubjeR, that is, God in three Perſons. 
For happely ſome may thinke., chat becauſe every ofhis Ac- 
tributes are his Eſſence, therefore fo long as our thoughts are 
upon any oftheſe,, it is well enongh , we may. abltrat our 
minde from his Divine being ; bur icisnot ſo , for the very 
Heathenchovght their gods moſt holy, onely wiſe, 8c. bur 
they did not conceivehim to be a Spiricuall efſence,ſubfifting 
inthreePerſons : And therefore it chou doeſt ſo, thou wor> / 
ſhippeſt an Idoll of chine own braine. Therefore though all in 
God, both his Efſence, and Attributes, be tobe conſidered 
of withall reverence: yet never leaye out his Eſſence whatſo- 
ever thou doe(;yeca if there conld poſſibly be any compericion 
berwixthis Eſſence and his Attributes, that were more reve- 
rently to be efteemed than this. | | | 
Secondly , this teacheth us, and isa very plaine proofe, 
that Chriſtis God , Eternity and Almighrtinefle being a- 
ſcribed pnto bim, which are peculiar. to the Eflence of 
God , andarentterly incommunicableto any meere Crea- 
ture. We" x | | 
Thirdly, if we have any oftheſe graces beſtowed gpon ns,: 
we maſt praiſethe Lord that hachgiven us ſome'reſemblance 
ofthis Majeſty inour ſelves, though wee cannor reſemble his 
Eflence, yet in qualities, powers, paſſions and ations God 
is pleaſed to liken himſelfe unto us z or rather ns unto -him« 


elle... vt 


Fourtbly , wee malt acknowledge' rhat.choſe graces wee 
haveare fromGod , and that he is the fountaine of the (mall 
channels, and the originall and true patrerne of thy counter- 
* rs, -andwe malt (ce that he hayethe honour,and the wie of 
them. ; 02 | | A 15! F369720 

 Fifthly;habourcoimirare ſuch things asGodhath/proponn- 
ded himſelfe apatterne and example vnto us, to comeneere 
unto himby ; labour to be holy, . as God is holy,/andcobee# 
EY Iu? mercifull, 
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mercifallas Godis mercifull, and ſtrive ro perfection, and 
erernity, and pureneſlſe (by prayer, and good endevour) and 
rhough wee cannot atraine torheſe things as they arein God, 
yer there is a meaſure of them which God would have as to 


labonr after here,and which we ſhall more tally injoy hereafter; . 


tor Gods children ſhall have a fature erernity,Pſal, 102.27, 
28, They ſhall ſtand faft for ever. Wee mult labour to 
imirate God 1n theſe things, wee being his children,and then 
that which wee cannor attaine to here , God hath a purpoſe 
hereafter , ſo farre as wee are capable of them, to bring ns nn- 
© , that ſo wee might bee a more tnll,cleare, and lively Image 


of his owne Majeſty. And {o mnch of the third reſpe, which 


we proponnd to confider of God in. 
Now toliowes the fourth reſpe&, wherein wee are ro con» 
iderof God, in his Office and Works, This is a neceſſary 
kaowledge of God, and ſuch as gives great light to the 
knowledge of his Majeſtie, Row. 1.20. The inviſible things 
of him, that u,his eternall power and Godhead,are ſcene in * 
Creation of che world, being conſidered in his workes,&e.Marke 
the words ; I'ay,his Office and Workes: for his Office isnort 
anidleTicle, as if he wereto doe nothingþbur to fir a8 a King 
in his Chaire of State, onely having an eye on all things, 
bur nor medling with chem : but Gods Office confiſts ination 
and working,and the workes he dorh are not unneceflary mat- 
cers, that hee doth bufily thruſt himſelfe into, bur by ver- 
me and Anthority of his proper Ofhce, that doth ofright 
belong to him. It may ſeeme abſurd to ſer God to worke,or 
aſſigne any Officeto him : for hethar hath an Office or worke 
ro doe,ſeemes to be ryed rothe doing of ic: Bur God is a moſt 
free Agent , and neicher is, nor can beryed to any thing, I an- 
(wer, Firſt, God takes this Ofhce on himſelfe ; it is nor laid 
upon him, and he bath ſo madehimſelfeknowne in his word, 
Secondly,that he doth in chis Office, isnor byconſtraint, but 
of himſelfe and of his owne pleaſure. Thicdly, as it isof him 
ſelfe, ſoir is for himſelfe , ro magnifie and olorifie his owne 
Majeſty thereby , and therefore it- may bee ſafely aſcribed co 
him, 
Novw wee come toframe a th 3 of God in his office 
LI. | an 
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and workes, Thus confidered,God is the maker,preſerver, and 
doer of all things that are inthe world.Firſt God 1s the Adaker; 
wee know. things muſt have a beg, but they can have no be. 
ing bur from-a- maker that muſt give them their being, and 
they can have no maker bur God,Soſaiththe Text. Gey,r.1. 
In the beginning God createa, &'c. In the Ortginall theword 
is asmuch asto ſay, that God made them of nothing and there- 
fore Elohim made them;for it is proper roGod alone, ro bring 
ſomething our of nothing, and tonone other. The creatures 
can make ſomething of ſomething, as a Carpenter, if he haye 
wood, can make an Image of it : bur ro make ſomething of no- 
ching,this is peculiar roGod,who calls thethings thar are nor, 
as it they were, Rom. 4.17: Now this 1s generall.for God is 
not onely the maker,but the maker ofallthings, ,AF.14. 15. 
The living God which made Heaven and Earthy' and the Sea, 
and all things that are inthem,lſa.q4-24.1 am the Lord that 
wade all things. | 
The ſecond point inthe Deſcription is, that God is rhe pree 
ſerver of all things. When things havea being, they muſt have 
a maintainer of their being : for they cannot maintcaine them- 
ſelves, and who thould preferveand maintaine them, bat hee 


- that made them? who ſhonld nouriſh and maintaine the 


child, but the father of the child 2 Now God is the Father of 
the world by Creation : who then ſhould preſerve and main- 
caine it buc he ? wee muſt not imagine thar God is as annn- 
naturall father, to beget children and nor to provide for the 
keeping of them 3 bur as he wrought in makingthem, ſo hee 
workes til] in providing for them, according to rhe ſaying of 
our Saviour Chrilt, Joh» 5.17. My Father worketh hitherto, 
and [ worke. And this is general! coo, he preſerves and main- 
raines all things, Pſal. 1 45.15, T he eyes of all waite uponthee, 
ard thou giveſt them their meat in dne ſeaſon, At,17.25. He 
gives life, and breath,and all to all things.Heb,1 .2,3. By whom 
he made the worlds. : bearing np all things by his mightie 
hand. | | 
Thirdly, He is the doer, The Creatures when they have a 
being, haye certaine Actions to performe, and certaineevents -* 
rofall wi chem, which follow pon their making and preſer- 
virg, 
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viag, and things hart are voluntary in menand Angels, 'myſt 
havea worker and doer,and who ſhall dare to doe anything in' 
or with,or by the creatures , but hee that made them,and dorh 
preſerve them? Pſal.135.6. Whatſoever pleaſeth the Lord 
that did he is heaven, and in earth, and in the Sea, and in all 
depthes. : yea, the deftruQtion of the creature is of him reo, 
which is neither referred to his Creation'nor Prefervarion, bur 
to the Actions of God; hee is the doer of it. Iſaiah 45.5. 7 
forme the light.and create darkeneſſe; I make peace and create 
evill; I the Lord doe all theſe things, And this is generall 
r00. P/al. 145.15. As 17-254 Fee giveth to all life , and 
breath , and all things. FO " 
Of all things,fairh the Deſcription. So ir isfaid, Coloſſ. 
1.16. By him were all things created , which are in heaven 
and in earth, things viſible and inviſible, whether they bee 
Thrones, or Dominions, or Principalities,or Powers, all things 
were created by him and for him;where he nameth the greateſt 
and excellenteſt , and fo neceflatily inclndes all the'reſt of the 
Creatures, good or bad, profitable or hurtfall eo 15, great of 
lictle, high or low.: for what can challenge exemprionfrom 
Gods hands? He madeall things,andhe preſerves all thing 
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&c. bur this is ſhewed in the ſeverall heads before,and ifwee 46.47. 


ſhould goe toparticulars,and aske every creature, it wonld ar< 
ſiver for God, Fob.1 2.7 3,9. Arke now the Beaſt(-and they ſhall 
teach thee;and the fonles of the Heaven,and they ſhall tellthee; 
or ſpeake to the earth, andit ſhall ſhew thee ; or tothe fiſhes of 
the Sea, and they ſhall declare nato thee; who # ſo igho- - 
rant of all theſe, but that the hand of the Lord hath made 
theſe? -_ | - | 16 

Gf the laſt place : that are in theworld; {© irh the Apo, 
file, Afs.17.24., Hee giveth to all life and breath, and all 
goed things ; And,Pſal-139.7,8,9. Whither ſhall I goe from 
thy Spirit ? or whither ſhall I flee from thy preſence? &c. See' 
this alſo in the particulars. If wee looke up ro Heaven, Gods 
will is done in Heaven, CHWatth, 6. 10. If wee lookerorhe' 
eAyre,God feedeth the fonles of the Ayre, CHarth. 6.26. If 
incothe Earth,God canſerh the Lillies to grow, and cloarheth 
the graſle of the field, Aſarrh. 6.3 _ W inco the Ses, bis way 
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is in the Sea,anrd his pathes in the great depth, Pſal.37.,19 
Yeain Hell it ſelfe God hath to doe, If 1 lay mee downe in 
—_ thou art there. Whirherſoever a man goecall is in Gods 
hands. 
© By this you ſee what the office of God is, namely in a word, 
it is his providence; under which onename is fitly compre- 
hended every one of the workes that God doth exerciſe 
rowards the creatures. Jt is fitteſt ro be handled by way of 
obſervation ; bur before I come co that, I will here adde , for 
our berrer underſtanding, certaine circumltances to bee 
conſidered ; The firft 1s concerning the manner of Gods 
working; and the ſecond concerning the end of his work- 
ing. 
Sick, for the manner of his working ; Ir is done firſt by his 
omnnehand. 1[4.44-24.Thusſaith the Lord,l am he that hath 
ſpread ont the heavens alone,and ſtretched out the Earth by my 
felfe, Pſal. 8. 3, and Pſal. 33.6.But you will ſay,doth God nie 
meanes? or the miniftery of ſecond cauſes to worke by ? It is 
cruethat ſomerimes , yea, ordinarily Ged doth fo, yer that is 
done by God roo, CHatth.5. 45. The Sunne ſhines, and the 
raine falls and make: the earth fruitfall: is it not God thar 
cauſerh rhe Sunnero ſhine, andthe Rainero fall, whereby the 
earth is made fruicful!? So ſtill it is God thatdoth ir; For,firſt, 
hegives the meanes : any me enables them, and blefſerh 
and ever rules them , ſorhar meanes are no ſmall part of 
his providence: And thirdly, oftentimes hee puts by. [che 
meanes,and workes without meanes , and ſometimes againſt 
meanes ; bur if hee doe uſe meanes, yerit is done by his own. 
hand and providence too : Secondly, in the manner of his 
workingzas he doth it by his owne hand, ſo hee doth ir accor- 
dingrto his owne will, Epb.4q.1-1. #hich werketh all things af< 
ter the Connſell of his owne wilt; hee is neither forcedby any, 
nor taught by any,neither doth he frame his courſes according 
rothat the creatures miniſter unto him, bur according tothac 
which hee miniſters nm0-i3-mm 3 when he faves che Ele, doth. 
hee frame them roſalvation fer their own bolinefſe? No, bne 
becauſe he hach choſenthem of his own will co holineſſe, there 
tore hee ſaves them, 
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The ſecond thing te be confidered,is the end of his working, 
and thar is firſt and chiefly for hisowne glory : ſecondly, forthe 
good of his Church; tor;his owne glory, (© ſaich Slower, Hee 
b ath made all things for himſelfe,Prov.16.4. Somein mercie, 
ſomein juſtice, all im wiſedome and great power.Secondly with 
ar) eſpeciall ayme and eye ar the good of his Chnrch and 
children, 1.7 im 4.10. God is the ſaviour of all men, ſpecially 
of them that beleeve,Rom.8.28. eAll things worke together 
for the beft wnts thoſe that are his, and who tets themon worke 
bur God ? So yee ſee the manner ;and the; end of Gods 
working. | 

Now we cometo the obſervation,and that isthis : The 
vidence of God doth manage all the bufinefles in the world 
whatſoever. The matter is tufficiently cleared before; Adde 
that in the Heb.1.z. Bearing up all things with bis mightie 


word, where the word fignifies pgs: carrying by the 
1s pow 


word of his power, that is, erfull or ::effeQuall 
word. | 

Iwill definennto yon what Gods providence iyGods pro- 
vidence is his erernall decree, rouching the being: and Race, 
andendsofall things ; and the execurion of the fame inima- 
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king,ruling,and diſpoſing allthings accordingly, This Deſcrip- 


t50x is ſomewhar hard, I will give 'you a placeorrwoof 
Scripture ſhall make ir cleere, Row. 11. laft werſe, For of him, 
and through him, and for him are all things, &c. Of bim, 
as he being the maker and giver of being to all things: :browgh 
him,as he being the Ruler and Maintainer oftheir Rate : and 
for him, as he being the diſpoſer of rhemto ſuch effets and 


Fa 


ends as beſt pleaſerh him; are all things, that is, all things - 


that everwere,are, orſhall be; And fo it is ofman, Aﬀs.y 7. 
28. In him wee live and move, and have owr being : we have 
our beingin him, as he making us; ſowe live in him,as hee 
maintaining and upbolding onretiate ; and we move in him, 
( motion is a progreſſion ro ſome end'or terme) as he difpoti 
of us, and all our courſes ro the ends by him derermined. 
So you ſee the execution of Gods ;providence in thebeing, 
ſtare, and end of all rhings. Bur you will ſay, where is his De- 
creo for theſe things : In As : 7: 26. The Apoſtle —_— 
h 3 God. 


Of God, of Criſt. 


—> God made of one bloud-allmankinde to dwell upon all the face 


of the earth, and hath aſsigned the ſeaſons which were ordai- 
wed before,and the bounds of their Habitation:If God ordas- 
ed the times and ſeaſons before, then conſequently all chings 
done within the compaſſe of theſe times. So now you ſee the 
whole Definition proved. 

* Many things may be referred roGods providence, Wee 
willreduce the whole mulcicude of ching$ adminifired by his 
providence , rotheſerwo generall heads. Firft, thepreſent 
eſtate of theworld determined before , bur executed from 
che firſt houre of the worlds creation, to the laſt houre of the 


worlds diffolurtion. Secondly the erernall eſtate of men, and 


Angels, decreed beforerhe worlds beginning,and co be exe- 
cuted to thefull after the worlds difſolnrion. to 
The workes that God performes in the Adminiſtration cf 


_ the preſent ſtateof the world, are Creation, Redemprion,San- 
 Riification, with their conſequents, oppoſites, and appurre- 


nances thereto; as making, preſerving, increaſing ,changing, 


, defiroying, &c. DeftraQionisanoppoſitero Creation,and 1s : 


robe referred to Creation :: for contraries muſt beereferred 
coone and the ſame end : theſe are commonro all men, and 
generallycoall the creatnresin ſenſe of diſtriburion ; chat is, 
wharſpever ispreſervedor deſtroyed, &c. it 1s done by God, 
The ſecond worke is Redemprion, and the conſequents , op. 
palieg,and appurtenances thereof; as Juſtification, Delive- 
rancefromfinne, and allevill, quatenn mals : and leaving 
many 1ndregs of their finnes , andchis by way of affirmation 
onely tothe faichfull, bur denicd to the wicked : the fairhful! 
have Juſtification, &c. the wicked are nor jaſtifred, 8&c, The 
thizd- worke is SanQificarion, with the conſequents, oppo- 
fices, and appurrenancesthereof; as calling, converting, tea- 
chiog , comforting , training up by bleſſings , judgements, 
Word, Sacraments, and good morions: and theſe alſo by way 
of affirmation ofthe faict;tull, bare deniedofthereſt. Bur you 
will xy, How can we bring eFdamss fall withinthecompaſſe of 
God providence? Yes,very well. For God,that he might bri 
good onr ofevill, ſuffered efdam tofall, not rhat hee di 


move himto evill, or put any evill into him, but onely orde-- 


red 


& -J 
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red and diſpoſed of that. eviilfor good.. And thus any ting 
within the compaſie of tbe preſenc ſtate ofche worlds beirgy 
may be referred to one of theie Heads. 646 
Now we come tothe ſecond generall head, the eternall 
eſtate of men and Angels, decreeq before the worlds begin» 
nirg , andtobe executed tothe fullafter rhe, worlds difloly- 
tion. The workes that are to be referred hither, arceetirſii, Gods 
Decree,Predefiination 1n generall ;inſpeciall;Eletiovn of the | 
Faithfull, Reprobation of the wicked-Secondly ,the execntian 
of it ; Salvationro the Choſen ; Damnationof the Reprobare, 
Thus you ſce alſo what theeternall ſtate of men and Angels is. 
The Reaſons of the point are theſe 2: Firſteither the Crea- Reaſon 1. 
rnres muſt be of themielves:(andrhen there ſhallbe ao diffe- 
rence nor order in things ; for every thing wonldbe beſt, if 
-rhey were intheir owne power) or elſe chey muſt be of ſome 
orher,& that either inferzour or equali(both which are againit .3 
the natore of government)or ſuperiour,& then whence is that? I 
buc from an higher?and ſo thetewill be noxeſt cill we come ro I 
God the higheſt of all, & conſequenely,he ſhall be the doer of 
all,evenasthe firſt En in —_— _ - the other on work, 
Secondly , ifall chings in the wor! not managed 
Gods mrovidenen ; + elches becauſe hdgannor, — as 
hee will not , or becauſe hee needenor, rele becauſe hee 
he may not doe it, To fay he cannor, detradts from his Power, 
and wiſedome ; he ſhould nor be Almighty, and onely wiſe, if 
he ſhould make the world and conld nor rell how trogoverne 
it : orto ſayhewill not, that detracts fromhis Goodnefle ; 
for ſhall God haveſo much , and nor impart any thing cohis | 
Creatures ; and from his Wifedome,for heis unwiſe that may 
doe'good and will not: or to fay he need nor;then God is'noc 
ail-ſufficient,the Creatures being ſafticientofthemſelves:orts 
fay he may'not; this derracts fromhis able Authoricy and 
command oyer the Creatunres,& to do whacfoeverbe pleaſech, 
Thirdly, If Gods providence did not manage allthings, » Go 
then there wonld follow anutter confafionof all ; parcly by Jo- 
the inſofficiency of theCreatures.themſelves;ſpecialiy by mans 
peremptorineſſe,andrheDivels malice;buc ghat theLord(who 
beg _ of Order) : keepes allwichin their bounds preferi- 
cothem, The 
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Hypir.228. 
Zanih 457, 


Uſe 2. 


cors whatibever, and ſay with David; Pſal. 86.8. Among the 


The Uſes are theſe : Firſt, doth Gods providence manage 
all chings in the world? then labour ro diſcerne and acknow- 
ledge Gods providente in every thing,and whatſoever is done 
in the world ſer this Segle upon it, This is the Lords doing ; 
exempt nothing fromit. What are caſual chings the Lords qo- 
ing ? Yea, they arethe Lords doing too ; as we may ſee in 
Exodm 11.13. compared with Dexter, 19.5, wherEit is 
faid,that ifone man kill another nnawzres,:hat the Lord offe- 
red bim into hit hands. Ando inwarres 2>-026:022\& , God 
ſends thevicory , direCting every ſhort where it ſhall lighr, 
So inLors , nothing are o caſuall as they, and yer the whole 
diſpoſition ofthem is of che Lord, Prov.16.3 z. Sorhar there 
is nothing caſuallinreſpe& of God, bur onely inreſpe ofus. 
In the ſecond place it may beſaid, Whatsſay you to mans will 
then 3 1f Gods providenceruleover allth ings, thenman hath 
not freedometo will 2 Yes, hee hath, Gods providence only 
rules and orders the will, and not confiraineit, Prover. 21. 1x. 
The Kings heart is in the hand of the Lord, as the Rivers of 
waters; he turneth it whitherſoever he will and Pſal. 1 39.1. 
Thirdly , in finne it ſelfe God hath a hand init, in reſpeRt of 
the Action, though nor inreſpe of the evill of the Ation; 
as in murther, the moving ofthe hand inpulling forth che 
Knife, is from God , but the finne is from the Creature. Laſt- 


' ly. Starres, and all ſecond canſes, yea, the Angels themſelves 


are meerely Gods inſtruments, he isrhe firſt cauſe and doer 
of all, 

Secondly , we mnſt magnifie Gods goodnefle in reſpeRt of 
his providence over all his creatures, that he being ſogrear a 
God ſhould vonchſafe to rule and diſpoſe of all things, eſpe- 


by 


cially for his care and providence over man, bur moſt clpeci- 


ally over his Church and children, whoſe feryants hee makes 
all chings in the worldco be, and therefore we ſhould fay wirh 


David,P(.8.4.Lord what is man;that thou art ſo mindfull of 


him!&c.What is man thar thon ſhonldeſt make all things for 

him, and canſe the wheele of che whole world to turne abonr 

for rhe of thy children ! 
Thirdly, diftingniſh God hereby from all gods or comperi- 


goas 
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gods there is none like thee,oh Lord, and there is noxe can doe 
like thy workes ; as who ſhould ſay,ifthey begods,Jerthem 
make the world, and rule the ſea, and then we will belcevein 
chem : Bur we ſhall findethem all like Baa/, 1 King. 18.24» 
26. &c. not ableto doe any thing. | 
Fonrrhly, then inallthings waite on Godsprovidence : In #/e 4: 
want call cohim ; in abonndancepraiſchim : ingooddaies 
and evill daies, in merciesand j nts, for ſpirituall and 
cemporall things » (ft thy care nponthe Lord and bee ſhall 
nouriſh thee, Pſal.55 .22. Commit thy way nnto the Lord,anl 
truſt in him, and he ſhall bring it to paſſe, Pſal.37.5. andinall 
things pray unto God to bedirected by his providence, and 
that hee will diſpoſe and order of all chings . war befallchee,for 
chy good : In affliion,poverry,fickneſſe,8c. ſaffer it in obedi- 
encennto God, confidering it is his hand. Ifwe were nor per- 
{waded it were Gods hand,it would kill our hearrs;bar ſeeing 
chat it is his hand that diſpoſerh all things for oor good, ler us 
beare it with patience;for God will nor ſuffer che righreous to 
fall for ever , bur hee will raiſe him up againe, and make all 
chings worke for his good. | 
Laſtly , this is fingular comfort for all Gods children : all 
things arerheirs (if they bee Chriſts) whether the world, oc 
life, things preſent, asall good here, or things to come, as all 
good hereafter,they areall theirs, (or. 3.21,22,23« 


The Iord Was made Fleſh,&c. 
= 2nfwey. 
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in John I 14 The Word was made Flefh,&c, Then the Que- 


Fleſh ? | | 
In handling of the Queſtion,Firſt chere are certaine points 
£© beepremiled in generall ; As firſt the conveniencie of this 


Queqtton 
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Quetltion with the former : ſecondly , thedifficulry of ir init 
elte : chirdly,theneceſfiry of it co be knowne : And. laftly, the 
benefir of it being knowne. 

Firſt, for the conveniency ofthis queſtion with the former : 
for howicever happely there was no ſnch thing intendedand 
aimed ar directly by yon inproponnding the queſtion; yet 
the all-ſeeing wifedome and providence of God hath over- 
ruled your thoughts , and graciouſly directed your choice for 
ſuch a ſecond queſtion,as hath aſweer conveniency and agree- 
ment with the former, and that in many reſpects, For firſt, 
this doth naturally enſue upon the former;as the ſpeciall iflues 
from the generall : Secondly, they give mutnall light ro the 
nnderftanding each ofthe other. Thirdly, one without the 


| helpe of the other is unprofitable, 


Firft, this iſſues from the other, as a ſpeciall fromthe ge- 
nerall : The generall Doctrine concerning God being hand- 
ledinthe firlt place ; it followes conſequently, thar the ſpeci- 
all Docrine concerning the Sonne of God be handled in rhe 
next place, After that wee have learned that God isohein 


: SnbſRance , bur three in Perſon, the Father, Sonne, and hol 


Ghoſt,thenext thing we would know, is this : whichof theſe 
three perſons was chiefly 1mployed inthe worke of our Re- 
demption : and when wee finde it to bee the ſecond Perſon , 
namely , the Sonne of God ; withall we defire ro know how 
hee was qualified and fitted for rhis bnſineſſe, namely , by bis 
Incarnation ; and thus wefall firly upon che poinr.Secondly, 
they give murnalllighr rothe nnderſtanging of each orher,the 
former to this, and this to the former : The former to 


this ; for ſeeing Chriſt was God before he was Incarnate, wee , 


cannot well-underftand the Incarnation, except alſo weebe 
wellinſtructed tonching the Godhead. Solikewiſe rhisgives 
light to rhe former; for the Incarnation dnely confidered phat 
the Word was made fleſh, prefently onr minds are raifed roa 


highewmd fuller and further confideration' of the Godhead ; - 


nor onely'in Chrift;the ſecond Perſon thar was Incarnare, bur” © 


alfoinche Father, the firſt Perſon that ſenthim'; and the holy 


Ghoſt the third Perſ6n;by whom he was conceived , when he » | 


was Incarnate 2 And therefore if ever ee will know God 


Mm 2 perfectly, 
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erfe&tly, wee muſt goers Chriſt, for Hee it 1s that reveales 

im, Joh» 1.18.He is the looking glaſle wherein we behold the 
face of God : And, He that hath [cene him,hath ſeene the Fa- 
zber, Job. 12:45-and 14. 9. ASaine,, the firſt queſtion.reach- 
eth a deepe myſtery quite beyond the reach of Nature and 
Reaſon , that one Nature ſhould ſfubGt in three diſtinct Per- 
ſons : which pe<r{waſion ſertled in us , makes us more cafily to 
belceve another as deepe a myſterie , as much beyondreafon 
as that,namely,thatrwo diſtin& natures ſhould ſub6R in one, 
and the ſame Perſon, which is our maine point robe raught 
in thisplace. And contrarily , this perſwaſion ſettled in us, 
that two diſtin Natures ſubfiſt in one Perſon , ſtrengrhens 
and confirmes us in the former, that one Nature ſubfits in 


threediftin& Perſons : Thus they give murtuall light one to. 


another. Thirdly,the knowledge of either of them 1s unpro- 
firable withour the other ; To beleeve God one 5n nature, 
three in Perſons, is well, James 2.19. But except withall wee 


beleeve Chriſts Incarnation, it 1s but. confuſed and maimed, 


without firengrth and finewes, it is no favingfaith, itwill ne- 
ver juſtifie us trom our ſinnes, Or onely to beleeve Chriſts In- 


carnation , and not to beleeve God one in nature, three in: 


Perſons, this is but a headlefſe faith, without underſtanding 
and withont judgement , and neicher acceptable ro God, nor 
proficable co our ſelves. Tobeleeve that withour this, is like a 
good foundation without a building, which is vaine ; on. the 
other fidezto beleeve thiswithont that, is like a building with=- 


our a foundation,alrogerher unproficable. And therefore it fals. 
+ 'Therebemany Or fitly;thavafrer we have ſpoken ofthe firſiqueſtion,namely, 
miracles inthis That God'is one in Efſence,and three in Perſons;that now we 


+= +0 9y Fac come to ſpeake of this,. namely , How the ſecond Perſon, the 


gue opus miſericor- Word, was made fleſh. 


rademq,; perſonz4 


The ſecond generall point to bepremiſed is this, namely, 


Dew & a ws the difficulty of the thing in ic ſelfe ;Itis adeep * ſecrer,hard- 
mq; furmn.1 


mater & 


"—-» ly to beartained nnto, according tothat inthe 1 Tim.3.16. 


ns idenaque filins, Without controver ſie vr is themyFtery of godlineſſ » God 


amaTwy a. manifeſted in the 
NT WP. I/4n8 3- 
briflus 


bis dex 


CATS 


1ſpeake nor this co diſmay yon ;. bur 
5. £O: incourage and quicken you , the more bufily roſer your 
& ««2- {clyes about to finde icom, fofarreas iris revealed inthe: 

| | EE: word:: 


XUl 


; J 
TIED, © Ty 
Of Gal,of Ori, WV 


word : for ſowill every ingenuous man doe, rheharder the 
worke 1s which heeis toperforme, the morecarneſtly , and 
| eagerly will he labour 1n the performance of ir. Ir is very 
difficuir : for firſt Nature denies-it, that God ſhould become 
man; heavenand earth meete together in one ; the immorrall 
Word become mortall fleſh ; that an infinite nature and 2 - 
finite ſhould live rogether in one perſon; how can this bee 
done, faith Nature ? how can man comprehend it ? So Na- 
cure denies it, and faith it cannot be withonrt a miſerable con- 
fuſion of Heaven and Earth together Secondly, Reaſon 
ſcoffes at itas a fable,as impoſſible robe done,and incredible 
tobe ſpoken. Thirdly, Religion abhorres it ; I fay,all the Re- 
ligions in the world,abhorre it except our Chrittian Religion; 
yea, abhorre it as a blaſphemous and monſtrous impierie ; 
then it muſt needs. bee a difficult thing, that allthe world, 
Terks, and Jewes, and Heathen fiumblear. - But you will 
fay,what isto be done then, ſeeing ir is ſuch a difficnlr thing? 
Ifay , A trne faving faith aſcends above Natnre,- and above ' 
Reaſon,and above all other Religions in the world whatſoever, . 
and breaks throvgh all the difficulties thar oppoſe againſt ir, | 
and ſtands in herway ; and becauſe God faith ir,ſhee ſurel 
beleeves it, as an undoubred Trath, and ſweetly in—_— 
it, as the moſt pleaſing objeR that ever it cantake hold upon. | 
So we ſee the difficuluie of it in it ſelfe. q 
The Thirdgeneral point is the neceſſitie of it tobe known, - 
It is foneceſlarie, as that withour this knowledge of Chrifts, 
Incarnation;there is no lifero be attained, 1. Fob» 5.r2., He 
that hath that Sonne bath that life, and he that hath not that 
Son of God, hath not life:thar is, he hath nopart in God,nor in 
| any of his mercies; beleeve, profetle, practiſe, wharſoever eli 
he willor can, withour this, all is nothing. Nay heis fo farre 
from having life , as that hee that doth norknow and beleeve 
this, is condemned already, Joh». 3.18.36. He that beleeves . 
»ot is condemngd already, becauſe, hee beleeveth not inthe 
name of that onely __—_ Some of God : andverſe 36. The 
wrath of God abideth on bim- Yea,bur is it-nor ſufficientchat 
we beleeve in one God,unleſſealſo webeleeve in Chriſt? No, 


i 1s not Onr Saviour faith, John 14.1, Yee belervein God, 
" | Mm 3 be ue 
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beleeve alſo in me. The Jewes and the TurkeF belceve in 
God : but becanſe they beleeve not in Jeſws Chriſt they 
have no life , but the wrath of God abiderh- on them. 

. Thefourth and the laſt general! point to bee premiſed, is, 
the benefic of ir, when1t is rightly knowne, Juſtification. Ela. 
53-11. By his knowledge, ſhall my righteom Servant Juſt ifie 
many. Aſſurance of Salvation and life. 1 Jolmn 5,12, Hee 
that hath the Sonne, hath life : and, 1,Jobn 3.18.36. Hee 
that beleeveth in him,is not condemned; and,he that beleeverh 
in the Sonne, hath everlaſting life :{yea, this very knowledge 
is eternall life, Joh.17.3.T his is eternall life to know thee to 
be the onely very Goa, and whom thou haſt ſext Jeſus Chrift; 
that is, ro know this rightly and truely is erernall life, now 
God begins ro live in onr hearts by Chriſt, The benefirs may 
bee ſer downe to betwo ; Firſt, freedome from all evil! that 
may hurt ns,as Sinne,Satan, Hell,Death,Damnation : Second- 
ly, ajuſt rightand cicle ro and in God himlelfe,and in all his 
promiſes and comforrs whatſoever. For the farther illuftrati- . 
on hereof, Twill give you aſimilirndein generall rothis poinr, 
and that ſhall bee taken from a man free of this Citie. A 
man that doth nor beleeve neither in God, nor in Chriſt, he 
is like nnto a forraigner that never came within the gates of 
the Citie; and therefore hee harh no part in it, bnr is cleane 
ſhut onr, Inthe ſecondplace, he that beleeves God, and the 
generaſl[DoArine concerning God, that he is one in Efſence, 
three in Perſons, and beleeves not the Incarnation of Chriſt ; 
is like to him that comes to the citie, and puts himſelfe Ap- 
prentice,bnt ſerves not ont histime,and fo never comes to bee 
a free-man : Bnt in thethird place, he that comes to beleeve 
thar God isone in Eſfence, and three in Perſons,and beleeves 
alſo the Incarnation of Chriſt, that God was made man. the 
Word made fleſh ,.and applies it tohimſelfe ; hee is like to 
himthar is made free of the Citie; hee is aright and acrue 
free-man of the new Hieruſalem : the Sonne of God 
tath made him free, and therefore hee is free indeed, 
Jerks 8,36, And ſomuch for che foure generall points pre- 
miſed, 

Now wee decind in the ſecond place, to the parti- 
E | cular 
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cular handling of the queſtion : wherein I propound theſe 
foure generall points to bee handled, which he words in the 
Text lead me to,and as they are there laid down. The firſt is 
concerning Chriſts Godhead by it ſelfe, rhe Ford,&c. for 
this is firlt here inthe order of the,words, and fiſt in nature 
roo, The ſecond is concerning the manhood by -it ſelte, was 
made Fleſh,&c,Therthird is concerning the Godhead and rhe 
' Manhood together,which wee call Chriſts. Incarnation , was 
wade,&c. The fourth is concerning the time or ſeaſon 
wherein this was done. | | 
Firſt, concerning the Godhead by it ſelfe: forthat,asI faid, 
is ficſt in the order of the words, and firſt in nature too;for hee 
was God before hee was made man, and therefore firſt of that, 
And here are to'be handled theſe rwo points. Firſt, who irwas 
that was made fleſh,the Word: Secondly, of the Title it ſelfe, 
Word, Firſt, who it is that is here ſpoken of, that was made 
fleſh + Ir is ſpoken of Jeſus Chrift the Son of God the ſecond 
Perſon, for ſo the circumitances of the Text make it cleare.For 
\ firſt,it is Hee by whomthe world was made, verſe 3.and that 
is Chrift Jeſus the Sonne of God; tor by himwere all things 
made, which are in Heaven, and which are in the-Earth,&c, 
Col.1.14:16. It is he that is ſaid tobee thar true Light,verſ. 
9.but who is that, but even Jeſms Chriſt that lighteneth every 
one that commeth into the world? Joh. $8. 12. Itishethar 
came amongſt his owne , and his owne received him not, 
verſ.11.and that was Jeſw(briſt.At.3.13,14.But yee denied 
the holy One and the Fuft,&c, And inthe 17, and 18. verſes 
hee is called Jeſus Chriſt,and the only begotten Son of God, So 
ye ſeethe circumſtances of the Text prove ir to beJeſns Chriſt 
the ſecond Perſon, of whom thisvs ſpoken,the Word was made 
fleſh: Andalfo you ſee he is fo called inplaine words : And fo 
much ofthe Perſon ofwhom it is ſpoken : Now followes the 
Title, The Word:which ſome expound the W iſdome ; for the 
originall may beareeither;and either of them agrees with the 
Perſon.of Chriſt ; ſo he is called in Prov.8,22. Many other Ti- 
tiles are givento him here andel{ewhere. Inthis Chapter,he' 
is called Life, Light, Lambeof G od; fohe is called Jef, 
Matth.1.21. Chriſt, Lnke 2.1 1,the Sonne of God,Lake x .35-+ , 


the 
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theSonne of man, Maith.9.6. The Soxne of David, Matth, 
1-1. The Sonze of Mary,Luke 1. 31, Emanuel, Way 7. 14. 
Mediator, 1 Tim. 2.5. High Prieſt, Heb. 5.1.Some of theſe 
are affirmed of his Natures , ſome of his Offices , and all of 
them are full of profitable inſtruQtion ficting him well, and gi- 
ven him upon good conſideration. Bur this Title Word is as 
honourable as any, and as pregnant for Ggnification. 

And here you muſt firft underfiand the generall things 
intended in this Title, #ord.Secondly, the particular reaſons 
why he is ſo called. For the firſt, the general things intended 
inthis Ticle, they aretwo : Firſt, thar Chriſt is perfe&t God, 
John 1.1. That Word was God. Secondly, that he 1s theſe- 
cond Perſon in the Trinity, 1 /ohn 5,7. And there are three 
that beare record in heaven, the Father, the Word, and the 
holy Ghoſt ; If he bad ſaid, God was made fleſh, ic might have 
beene underſtood of any Perſon in the Trinity : for chough 
the Word be God, verſe 1. yet he ſaith not, God, but che Word 
was made fleſh ; parpoſely ſinging ont the ſecond Perſon ; 
And ſo much for the general intendment ofthe Title.Second- 
ly,” the particular reaſons why hee isſocalled, and that is in 
theſe reſpeRs. Firſt in reſpe& of God the Father : Secondly, 
in reſpectof the creatures:And thirdly, in reſpe& ofthe faith- 
full. Firſt, in reſpeR of the Father , foras the Word is the ex- 
preſſe Image and picture of the mind; So is Chriſt the expreſſe 
Image and picture ofhis Father : So likewiſe as the mind be- 
gers the Word, fo the Father begers the Sonne$ And as the 
W ord reveales the mind , forthe Sonne reveales the Father to 
us. Secondly, he is ſo called inreſpetofthe Creatnres : for 
God madeall things by his word;Pſal.z 3.6.and Chriſt being 
he by whom all things were made , John 1.3. Thirdly, heis fo 
called inreſpe& of chefairhfiff : for they know noche CON- 


cerning the Farher,nor of macters of ſalvation,bur what Chriſt 
reveales uncothem : all rhe light ; they have herein is from 
him; he isthe ſubſtanciall word of the Father, that declares 
his will unto us, Fohx 1.18. and what is the manifeſtation of 
the ſecrets of thehearr,but the word ? 

Wewilldraw this into an obſervation,that it may be the 
more proficable unto ns, and the obſeryation is this: 


Jeſus 


A. 


Of God, of Chriſt. 39. 
Jeſus Chriſt the Mediatour is perfet God, the ſecond Per- Doltrive. 
ſon of rhe bleſſed Tripity , rhe revealing word ofhis Fathers ; 
will,in all matters of falyation, before, in, and after his Incar- 
nation, Thar he is perfett God is proved thus;tirft, becanſe he 
* 1sfocalled,z John 5-20.This is very God: and Ats 0.28, 
God purchaſed his Church with his blond, Secondly , his 
workes prove him tobe God, Hee forgives finnes, Matth.g. 
2.5, He gives the Spirits JFohn21. 22. He gives eternalllife, 
Fohn 10.28. and this he conld nor doe, unlefſe hewereper- 
tet God. Thirdly, his Attributes ſhew himto be ſo : Hee 5s 
eternall, Revel. 1.8. Almighty, Matth.28.22. Equal with 
the Father, Phil.2.6. Nay, He is one with the Father, John 
10.30. And therefore he1s perfet God ; Laſtly, his hogour 
confirmes him tobe ſo: Allthe _— worſhip himsPſ. 97.7. 
' burthey will worſhipnonebur God. He hath 4name above 
all names,untowhich all things in heaven and earth maſt bow, 
Phil.2.9,10 All things are his, Job,3.35.and he.js called the 
King of TEE .5- So his hionour proves him'to bee 
| fect God. Joni ' $40 b- Tes 
an hereaſons why Jeſus Chriſt maſt be perfe@ God, are 
' theſe: | "+ | 
Firſt, elſche could nor pacifie the wrath of God for the Reaſon 
fin of man; for none can perſwade with, and pacifie God, bur YT ** 
God. bye, | et 
Secondly, elſe his blondconld not have beeneaninfinite , 4, 
ranſome for ſin,yhich ir muſt be. 
Thirdly, elſe he conld not know our hearts,and ſohe could 3 
| not ave been a fir Mediatour, to know our wants, and heare 
3 anqdhelpeusatourneeds. Fw INT. 
' Laſtly,elſc he could nor have been ableto ſave usandthere» © 4+ 
| fore he is perfet God. 
The Uſes, Firſt uſe is againſtchoſe Heretickes , that have #ſer. 
denied the Godhead of Chrift , as Ebims,Cerinthus, Arrin, 
Jewes, Mahometans; ſome denying that he is God, others 
that he is not abſolutely God ,: bur inferioar to him, &c, bur 
theſe are horcible blaſphemies, nor robe endured by any 
Chriſtian eare.” - | 
Secondly,this ſhonld ftirre yeup co thankefalneſle to Ong Hſe 2: 
n that | 


- 
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of God, of Chriſt. 


chat hath binpleaſed toimploy his owne glorious Majeſty in 
the worke of our Redemption ; and that which was impoſlible 
cobe done otherwiſe , God hath effeted by his owne hand, 
A'tman would have thooghc ic had been berter the whole 
world had runne headlong ro hell, than that God ſhonld have 


 comedownefrom heaven ro performe this worke : bur God 


Hje 3. . 


rhonphe nor ſo 3; cherefore this ſhould fiir ns up to all thanke- 
falnefſe ro God rhat hath done rhis for ns. 

The third nſe is for comfort ; This ſhou!d aſſure us of our 
ſalvation, the Pillar it reſts npon being God himſelfe, who is 
ntrerly unchangeableof himſelfe,and that he doth isfirme and 
fore againitall oppoſitions wharſoever ; iris unchangeable and 


 anMoveable as God himſelfe is , and ſhall Rand faft fagainſt 


thepares ofhell. x Per.1,21, T bat your faith and hophmighe 
be in God, &c.. Ifour Salvation did reſt in man, then in che 
time of tempration we were 3. but ſeeing itgeRsupon 
God, it ſhall ſarely ſtand ; Ifthedivell canprevailc againſt 


God,then he may prevaile againſt ns,elſe nor:we have need of 


this comfort in temptation. 


Ds part of © Secondly,thar Jeſt Chrift i the ſecond Perſon in the bleſ- 


the Dottrine. 
5 
bY 


Reaſon = 


Reaſon 2, 


ſed Trinity, For fo Rill the whole Scriprureruns; For firſt the 
Farther is ſet downe,then the Son. Fob, 3.16. God ſo loved the 
world that hee ſent bis Sonne. And,1 Tim 1.15 (hrift Jeſus 
came into the world to fave ſinners. 

- Thereaſons why Jefus Chriſt che Mediarour, is the ſecond 
Perſon,thovgh there can be no reaſons given of neceſlicy, why 
it muſt be ſo;yer rhere may be given many reaſoas of conyen!- 

why itis ©. 


And firſt, Jeſus Chriſt the Mediatonr wasto bea middle | 
' Perfonin rhe Office ofmediarionberwixt God and man, and 


therefore it was convenient,thar he ſhould be a middle perſon 
in the ſubſiſtence of his Godhead berwixc the Father and rhe 
holy Ghoſts 4 | 8:9 

Secondly , Jefus Chriſt was to make theſe, .for whom hee 
was Mediatonr, like himſelfe :. bac we are the ſons ef God by 
bim, therefore heis the Son of God too £ he muſt be rhe Son 


of God by Nature, that he might make us the ſons of God by 
 Adoprion and grace.  £ 


Thirdly, 


\J/LIaiAS 


Of God, of Chriſt, | 41. 
Thirdly , there muſt be a ſerider, and he har is ſent-malt Reaſon,z. 
have power to giverhe Spirit: God the Fathers heistheſen- 24:6 de rncer- 
der, for he cannor be ſeat ; bur God the Son the ſecond per- #92%,/-2.c-3+ 
ſon, hee is ſent, and hee hath power, co give the Spirie,... And 
though the firſt Perfon hath power to give the Spiric; yethe 
cannot be ſent ; And therefore 1t is the ſecond Perſon: that'is 
lenccoperforme this worke. > v1 2 who. oh | 
 Laftly, be isthe Perfon by whom wes..and the: world .had Reaſon 4. 
our immediate being '; wewere by the Word: then it iscon- 
—_— that he ſhonld give us our well berng; So ye have the 
Reaſons. | | | ITS 
The Ules arerheſe : The firt-aſe is againk choſe Hererichs, Uſe x: 
char beld rharche Father, orche holy Ghoſtwas incarnace,/as | 
Sabeline, Patripaſſians , and divers others; bur weeie here 
that onely the ſecond Perſon, the Son of God,was incarnate 3 | 
and therefore their opinions are erroneons,ant co betejeRed 
of ns. > 623k ed-47's 
Secondly, is Jeſus Chriſtrhe ſecond Perſon inicheblefied 2/7 2. 
Trinity onr Mediatour? then let us ſo embrace him; arid fo | 
belcevein him , andwhatſoever weehaverodoewihGbd, 
we muſt goe ro himin Chriſt 2 1f wepray orgive chankesro 
God, we muſt doe it in Chriſt, 'Fe myſt ksſſe the Son;Pſal, 2. 
x/t. We mnſtembrace himas oor Mediatour, ifever we wil 
be accepted of-God;and fowhen we bave ſinned againſt God, 
and would Reke Reconciliation; goeto him in Chrift, /7: Foh 
2.1.1f any man ſin, wee have an Advocatewith the Pather o« 
ven Jeſwa (hriſt. : 7 2 G1 
Thirdly , thisfhonld reach us, how much we are boundto #ſe 3. 
God,who nor onely hath beene pleaſed roordaineacourſe of 
lvation for us, but alſo roperforme ir by his Son DR ir 
his Sonne , to make ns knowand 'acknowtedee his prear 
Jood rons. And fo mnchfor the ſecond our of hurablltverions, | 
Thethird point is this:Thas Jeſns Chriftche Mediatour, ig Third part of 
the revealing word ofhis Fathers will;or, bethar reveales the the Dotriues 
wil of God concerningonr Salvation: Joh.rit 8,Ns manhath 
ſeene God at any time;the onely begotten Son; which is in tht 
boſomeofthe Father hebath declared him: Mat.x1 xy. News 
* ther knoweth any man the Father,but the Sone', and bee to 
> Nan s whom 
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Reaſon T. 
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Reaſon 2s 


Uſer 


Hſe 2, 


whom the Sonne willyeveale him ; the nature, will, and all 
chings concerning the Farher,the Son reveales; and therefore, 
Aat.r7.5.the Farther commands us to-heare him. Heb,x.2. 
God hath ſpoken to a by bis: Sonne. And generally all the Ap- 
paritions and Revelations made to the Patriarkesand Pro- 
phers in theoldrime by | Angels inthe ſhape of men, were 
by Jeſm Chriſt, 1 Pet.3. 19. He went by the Spirit and prea- 


'\ chedtotheold world ; (ohe was the revealing word of his Fa- 


thers willro them 3 heit was that revealed and declared the 
will of God; by the Prophers and Apoſtles from time tortime; 

Nay, even the Spirit himſelfe whatſoever he teacheth is from 
Chrift. He few you of mine,faith our Saviour, Fob.16.1 3, 
ſhall the Lord Ged raiſe up nnto you, like unto mechim ſoall yee 
heare.So much for the-prote. | 

The Reaſons : Firft,none canrevealethe willof che Father, 
bur he that came our of the boſome of the Father : Bur Chrit 
came oue ofthe hoſome of the Father, Jen 1. 18. Therefore 
he alone reveales thewill of the Father; x 

.* Secondly; None canreveale the Father,but he that knowes 
him-; but Chriſt alone knowes the Father, IZat.1 1.27, there- 
fare. note but he can reveale him. But youwill ay, doth npr 
the Spirir both know and revealethe Father? Yes,; butthat is 
only as Ebrifts Deputy, Zoh.x6.13-Joh-14-26. ! ; 

\ TheUſes:FirRthis ſhould reach ns-bow dearly.and bighly, 
and honourably we ſhonldeſteeme of the matters of our fal- 
vation ; even as a matter publiſhed by the voyce of the Son of 
God himlſelfe;and therefore ler us with all reverence embrace 
ir,and yeeld obedience to it, - | 

Secondly,thisreacheth ns co renounce all other words and 
revelations whatſoever - The Anabaptiſts they call ns tobe- 
heve cheir Revelations : The Papiſtsto believe their Traditi- 
ons: The ] ewes to beleeve their Talmud: The Turkes co be- 
lieve their Alcoran, but what were this but ro adde to the Do 
Erine of Salvation, and believe-lyes in ſtead of that Truth 
which Chriſt reveales anto.ns, and cojultle our the word of 


24. And this is his _—_ Office, Deny 18.. A-Prophet . 


| God? thereforewe muſt oppoſe alltheſe by Gods word , and 


we muſt know. nothing in matters of ſalyation,bue what Chrift 


TH hath. 


oy 
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hath revealed cous; allother words and revelations we muſt 
reje& as the inventions of men. Our Saviour ſeeing many fall 
away\from him , he asked his Diſciples if they alſo would for- 
ſake him, 70.6.9. Peter.anſwers him, Mafter,whither ſhall we 
goe ? thou haſt the words of eternal life. So muſt we anſwer 
rhem: Jeſus Chrift is therevealing wordof eternal life,we wil 
not goefrom him : And ifwe doe forſake him, then it ſhall be 
juſt with him, thar, ſeeing wee wonld not beleeverhe Truth, 
co give us oyer tobeleeve delnfionsand lyes, And fo much 
concerning the Godhead by it ſelte. 

. .Nowir followestobee confidered in the ſecond point of 
the manhood by it ſelf. The Word was made fleſh. For howſoe- 
ver the manhood hath noperſonall ſubfittence byit ſelfe , bnc 
ſo ſoone as ever it was created , was nnited tothe Godhead, 
inthe Perſonofthe Sonne of God'; yer becauſe it is an ab- 
folnte natnre, and creature by it ſelfe, though nor ar any time 
ſeparated, yer alwaies diſtin fromthe Godhead , therefore 
it requires to bee ſeverally handled ;; That when we haveſpo- 
ken & learned what the GodbeadorIYord is;in che firft place, 
and the Manhood or Fleſh inthe ſecondplace, weemaythe 
more readily andjudicially conceivecf the Incarnation in 


| thethird place. To makeit plaineby a compariſon, two ex- 


rremes are to meere and co agree rogether : this cannot bee 
done, except, firſt, we know each ſeverallyby it ſelfe : ſo here 
the Pord or Godhead isas'one extreme, 'the Fleſh orthe 
Manhood another : how thencanT nnderftand thereconcile- 
ment of both, except I underſtand each by it felte ? 


For the better handling of this point , I will firſt ſhew what js meane 
what is meant by this word Fleſh: Secondly, why ir is ſo cal- by the werd 
led. Firſt , what is meant by theword Fleſh.Howſoever it is Flcth. 


rrue that the Scripture doth ſometimes exrend this Ford ro 
all living creatures, Geme/. 8. 17. yet moſt uſually and proper= 
ly it is applyedto man; and that in many ſenſes : as firft, ic 
fgnifies either part of man, or whole man:either part of man, 
and that either the whole body, Lewit. 16. 28. Thouſhals 
not marke thy ſelfe inthy fleſh,&c. meaning the body t or e- 
condly, the generative part, Levit.1 5-3. hen his fleſh avei- 
deth his iſſue: orelie for the Bone of man, Geni2.3, This #s 
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he is called 
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now Bone of my Bone, and fleſh of my fleſh : or fourthly, for the 
unregenerate part inthe faithfull. Rew..7.25. Then 1 my ſelſe 
in my minde,ſerve the Law of God,but in my fleſh the Law of 
S5nne, Secondly, it israken tor whole man,and that either for 
his whole Nature , or for his eſtate and condirion in this life. 
Firſt, for the whole natnreof man, and thar either fimply as 
he is a creature, or as he is wholly corrupted with finne ; for 
man ſimply as a creature without brand of corruprian, 
Luke 3. 6: Andall fleſh ſhall ſee the glory of God. Gal.2.16.By 
the workes of the law ſhal no fleſh be juſtified.Or elle for whole 
manas hee 1s corrupred and defiled with-finne, andſoitis 
taken, Gal, 5.19,24. The fle ſo luſterh againſithe Spirit, &c. 
Andthey that are Chriſts have cracified the fleſh : and more 
plainly, Job.3.6.T hat which is borne of the fleſh is fleſs:this is 
che ſtateofthe whole man, inthe wicked no part being rege- 
nerate, Or laſtly, itis taken for rhewhole condirzon in 
this preſent life, as /ife, poverty,&c.and fot is taken, 1 Cor, 
9.28, They fhall have trouble inthe fleſh, that is, inthe eſtate 
of their life ; and bo it 1s applyed toonr Saviour, in Heby. 
5. 7.Who in the dayes of bis fleſh, &'c. that is, intherimeof 
his life, Now thequeſtion is, to know in which fignification 
Fleſk is to be taken inthis place. Surely, ir is tobe referred ro 
that place where Fleſh isto be taken for the whole nature of 
man ſimply, ashe is a Creature wichour brand of corryprion. 
The meaning then is this ; The Word was made Fleſh;thar is, 
The word was made perfeC&t man, confiſting of Body and 
Sonle;hewas made maninatruebeing, as 17im. 3.16. a- 
niſefted inthe Fleſhthat is,in the true being of man:the ſpeech 
is borrowed from the part ro the whole, Fleſh being taken for 
the whole nature of man;noother ſenſe agrees with it. But you 
will ay then, why doth not the Text ſay; He was made man ? 
And thus we comero the ſecond point, #hy he is called Fleſh. 
- Whereofmany profitable reaſons may be given. 

Firſt, Man figntfies as well the Perſon, as the Nature;Fleh 
ſignifies theNature onely , nor the Perſon;now the reach of 
the holy Ghoſt, is coreach us, that Chriſt rooke our Nathre, 
and not our Perſon, and therefore he faith Fleſh ; Bur doth hee 
norcall him Man elle-where ? Yes, often, but that muſt be ex- 


pounded 


WIIAA 


Tear 


pounded by this, and this by that» andboth will prove thar 
Chriſt rooke the whole nature of man, not the Perſon : and 
when he faith Man, then heteacheth ns that herooke whole 
man , and not the fleſhonely ; So both gives ns light rothis, 
That Jeſns Chriſt rook the perfeR Nature of man,and nor the 
Perſon of man. _ 

Secondly, Man doth fignifie the beſt part of man with the 2. 
worſt , the honourableſt withche baleſt ; Fleſh ſignifies the 
baſefſt part onely ; Now the holy Ghoſt would teach ns the 
humility of Chriſt, 1n that he rooke nor only thebeſt and no- 
bleſt part of man , the Soule ; bur tie vouchſafed co take the 
baſeſt alfo, even the Body. Phz1.2.6,7. The holy Ghoſt ſerting 
downe the Incarnation of Chriſt, ſhewes how exceedingly he 
humbled himſelfe, chat though hee were in the forme of God, 
and equall with God, yet he tooke npon hins the forme of a ſer- 
vaxt,and was made lihe man.and fourd inſhape a5 a man;and 
therefore the holy Ghoſt ith here,Fleſh,carher than Man. 

Thirdly, Fleſh doth more fignificancly imply our nacorall 
infimities,than Man :now the ho/y Ghoſt would teach ns,that 5 
-he rooke nor on him onr natnre onely, bur our infirmities al- 
ſo,fin onely excepred,and therefore he faith Fleſh, rather than 


Man. | | ; 
* Fonrthly, Fleſh is a bodily ſubiance or man conſiſting 4+ 


of a double ſubſtance , bodily and ſpirirnall : now the holy 
| /# would reach ns, that Chriſt had a bodily and earthly 
*hicure, aswellas a ſpirituall and heavenly nature : and this 
_ plainely appeares when he ſaith Fleſh, than ifhe had ſaid 


an, | 
Laſtly, Tr isfaid Fleſh, to teach ns that hetooke nor onely <F. 
one individuall man , bur the whole Natureof -that kinde; oh 
whereas if he had aid Man, it had fignified bur onely the indi- 
vidoall Perſon of a man;whichif Chriſt had raken no more, he Ony 
- could haveſayed bur that one p-rſon + and therefore the holy _ 
Ghoſt aſeth rather this word F/:ſh.than Man. 
Now the obſervation from hence isthis - That Jeſus Chriſt DoTrixe. 
the Medjatonr, 1s very;true and perfect man ; The Word made Zanch de incar. 
Fleſh, &c. that is, very God is made very man, Thar hee 7-55.2.c.3.9. 
istrue and perfe&man , isprovedthus ; Firſt, heehad the 3;,7%/-7- 
. name 0 
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name ofa man. Secondly, he came ofthe race of man, Third- 
ly, he hadthe parts ofa man. Fourthly, che Birth andgrowth 
of a man, Fifthly, the Adtionsand behaviour of a man, Laſtly, 
he had the infirmities ofa man. Firft,be had the name of a man 
 exprelly givenhim in the Scriptures, and cheretorehe harh'ithe 
rrne nature of a man ; for the Scripture calls things as indeed 
they are, not as they are not. 1 7Tiwm.2.5.7 he man Chriſt Fe- 
ſwi.ARs 17.31. Hee will judge the world mrighteonſneſſe by 
that man whom hee hath appotuted. Now wee know Chritt 
' Jeſus ſhall judge the world. So weſee the Scripture calls him | 
man, and therefore he is true man, Secondly, he came ofthe 
raceof mankind , and therefore the Scriprures call him the 
Sonne of man, Matthew 9.6. and more particularly che Son 
of Mary,Loke. 1,31:44Nay,the holy Ghoſt goes furcher,and 
ſhewes of what Tribe he was, Heb.7.14.1t is evident that our 
Lord ſprang out of Judah; Nayhe ſhewes of what family hee 
was, Rem. 1.3, Which was made of the ſeed of David;and in 
Heb.2.16.He tooke the ſeed of Abraham:and io likewiſe,Gal, 
3-16,Chriſt is ſaid to be Abrabams feed: And ro putthe mar- 
ter out of all doubt,the holy Ghoſt ſhewes that he came of thac 
very nature of man that was madeat the beginning;he came of 
therace of Adam and Eve:ct Adam, Luk. 3.18. The Sonne of 
Adam; andof Eve, fen3: 16. The ſeede of the woman hall 
breake the Serpents head. So hee was by {ucceſſion the Son of 
Adam both by father and mocher. Thirdly, hee hath the parts: 
ofa man, the Body and Sonle of aman ; thebody of a many. 
1 Pet.2.24 Who bare onr ſins in his body;So he had the parts of 
a body, as benes and fleſh,and hands and feere. Lak,24.39.Be- 
' hold my bands and my feetz&c. A ſpirit hath not Fleſh and 
Bones as you ſee me have.So he hada Soule. Mat 26.38. My 
Soule is heavy, &c. and all the faculties ofa Soule,as under- 
ſtanding,will, &c. for he did diſpute and reaſon, by the faculty . 
of the underſtanding as we do;he had allthe eſſenriall and na» 
turall parts and powers of body and ſonle, and therefore muſt 
needs be a true man. Fourthly,he had che Birth and growch of 
2 man, heewas conceived in the womb of his mother as a 
man,Lsk.1-31. He was born in the uſual! time as a man, Luk, 
3.7:-\nadled,Lsk;2,12.He grew up asa man;both in reſpeRt of 
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body and minde,Lwke 2. 40, 5 2+ and therefore heewas arrue 


man.Fifthly, he had the Actions and behaviour of a man, P hey, 
2.7. He was found in ſhape,chat is,in carriage and behaviour as 
a man, Joh.1. 14. He dwelt amongſt #:fairhtbe Apottle, thar 
.is, hee bad bis converſation amongſt us , hee dideate, and 
drinke,and ſpeake,and {leep,and did all things belonging roa 
man, Afts 1.21. All the while the Lord Jeſus was converſant 
with ws, that is, all the while that hee went in, and our be- 
tore ns as a man. Laſtly,he had rhe infirmities of a man, Heb, 
4-15. For we have not an highPrieſt, which cannot be tonched 
with the feeling ofonr infirmities,but was in all things tempted 
like unto us,yet without ſin, He was hungry, at,q.2. Thirſty, 
John,q.7. Wearie, Joh,q4.6.Wept,Joh.11.35 Sorrowed, Mark, 
3-5- Laſtly, hee died as other men ——_— the Ghoſt, 
John, 1g. 30. which are manifeſt proofes that he was trne and 
very man. : 


- TheReafons of this point are theſe : That Chriſt istrueand 


perfe&bman, 


The firſt Reaſon is, becauſe it was fo foretold that he ſhonld Reaſon b 


be ſuch an one,Gew. 3,1 5- It was foretold that he ſhould be the 
ſeed of the Woman, And,Gen.22.18.that he fhould be the ſeed 
of eAbraham: That is , that hee ſhould bee acrye and per. 
fet man, Now.that which is foretold of God mult needes 
 cometo paſſe, and therefore he was a true and perfe& man. 


Secondly , the Juſticeof God required thar the ſame Na- Reaſon 2, 


ture ſhould bee puniſhed, that had offended. Now Chriſt be 
ingto make ſatisfaQtion for our fins, hee mult needes take our 
whole Nature ro make fatisfation for ns in : for our whole 
nature had ſinned ; and farre be it from us tothinke that God 
would puniſh one Creature for anocher, or one Nature for a- 
nother, - *; 


| Thirdly, Chriſt commingtobee our Mcdiatour, wastobee Reoſey " 


oor Head,we his members ; then there muſt bee a proportion 

berwixt the Members and the Head. Now the Members 

are perfeRt men, thenſo is the Head alſo, elle it ſhould bee 4 
Monſter, if ir honld have a divine Head and a hnmane Body, 

as ſome Fiſhes that have the head of a Dog, and the body of. a 
Fiſh: Bur this cannor be in Chrifts Body, bur as the Members 
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areperfet men, fo is the Head too, He that ſanftifieth, and 
they that br ſaultified,are beth one. Heb 211. 

Fonrchly , Chriſt commigg to bee our Mediatour, was to 
make vs like himſelfe, the Sonnes of God; therefore hee muſt 
needs be made like nnto us.,the Sor of Marx. Hee was to exalc 
ns to Heaven, therefore he muſt needs live here on Earth. Hee 
was to make ns partakers of Glory and of the divine Nature, 
thereforg hee muſt needs be parraker of Infirmity,and of the 
humane Nature. He was to make us Bone of bis Bone and Fleſh 
of his Fleſh,therefore he muſt needs become Bone of owr Bone 
and Fleſh of onr Fleſh. 

The Latt Reaſon is that ofthe Apoſtle, Heb.2.17,18.1t be- 
hoved him in all things to be made like unto his brethren,that 
he might bee a mercifull and a faithfull high Prisſt.able and 
willing to ſaccour ns in diſtrefie, even from his owne experi- 
ence of our infirmicies. 

The Utes are many. 
Firſt,here is an excellent evidence of the great and bonnti- 


full love of God tone, as the Apoſtle fpeaks,75t.3.4.thar nor- 


withſtanding we had finned againſt him,g were become his e- 


nemies,ſo that our Natorewasas great an enemy to him,as the- 


Divel himſelfe almoſt; yer that the Lord God ſhould bee to af- 
teed with us, that he ſhonld ſend downe his own Son Jeſus 
Chriſt to take this adverſe Natvre upon him,even his enemies. 
Nature, toſfave vs thar were his enemies. This bonnrifalneſſe 
of God will the becrer appeare, if we confider,rhat he denied 
this to all inferionr Creatures ,. yea to bigher Creatures 
than weare, The Angels fell, bad Chriſt might have raken 
their Natnre to redeem them: bur he in no fort trooke the An- 
gels Nature,but the ſeed of Abraham, Heb.2.]t ſhould flirus 
up to 4dmiration of Gods ſingnlar affeRion towards ns,and ir- 
ſhould provoke us ro all chankefnlnefſe rohim,and rorender- 
love to him againe, ro giveour bodies and whole Nature wik 
lingly co be imployedin his ſervice. 

Secondly, It heweth the humilicy of Jefns Chrift,that did 
abale himſelfe ſo low,as to take onr bnmane Nature upon him, 
being Þ baſe a Narnre, and he ſo high andexcellent a Perſon ; 
this is the moſt pregnane example of humuliry. that ever wee 
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read of. The Apoſtle, P h44.2.6,7,8. amplifies ir from very ma- 
. © ny particulars, He was in the forme of God(ſtith the Apoltle) 
equall with God, but he made himſelfe of no reputation, tooke 
on him the forme of a ſervant, was made like unto men, and 
onnd in ſhape a; aman ; hee humbled himſelfe ants death, 
even the death of the ('roſſe, &e, A proud man would have 
chonghr ir a great ſhame co have done thns ; bnc our Savionr 
Chritt chought it nor ſo : Therefore this ſhould ſtir us up to i- 
mitation, as the Apoſtle exhorrs us in the fifth verſe,” Ler the 
ſame minde be in you that was in Feſws ((hrift.Let us be aſha- 
med to be proud,or to diſdaine any man , or any office or ſer- 
vice, or any thing though never fo baſe,if icbe agreeable to 
Gods Ordinance that he may have glory byir, & for thegood 
of thy Brother, chough thy ſelfe be never ſogrear, ſeeing G 
owne glorious Son diſdained not to hamble himſelfe chus for 
The third Ute is for comfort to Gods Children:Chriſt rook Xſe 3+ 
-onr whole Nature, therefore here is comfort for os. Firſt, a- 
pain the finfulaeſſe ofour Natore which wee carry abour ns ; 
{2 our Nature hath anſwered for ſinnealready in Chriſt. Yea, 
bac ſome will ſay, Rill Tam proneto finne : yer here ischy 
comfort, that Chriſt hath aſſumed thy Nature and fanQified ic 
it to the full-in his owne Perſon, and chy Nature ſhall alſo bee 
anaified by lictle and lictle till it be'intirely made holy, So 
ſecondly , likewiſe it is comfort againſtthe baſenefſeof my 
Nature, which is but Fleſh and Blond, compaſſed abonr with 
many infirmities and miſeries. What then ? My Nature is ex- 
cellently glorified already in Chriſt, and this Natureof mine 
ſhall be glorifiedin me ro the full at che laſt day ; For hee is 
Fleſh of our Fleſh, and Bone of our Bone , and therefore as 
hes exalredro glory , ſoſhall wee hereafter : and rherefore 
we be here in this world diſpiſed,perſecured, and con- 
temned of men , yet we are hononred in a high degree by thie 
Sonneof God in his owne Perſon already, and ſhall be in the 
world to come inevery one of our owne Perſons. Thirdly, 
hereis comfort againſtche infirmities of oor Nature, becauſe 
Chriſt Jeſus bin barethem inonr Nature, and therefore 
they are fycerned rous inthe enduring ofthem + andalfo 
Qo 3 | hence 
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hence we have atfurance of comfortand help againſt them,be- 


canſe hebare them that harh a fellow feeling of chem, and 
therefore will be compaſſionate toward , and bothready and 
willingto helpe us, and the Apoſtle ſheweth, Heb. 4.15. and 
the 5.. 2. He that hathbeene a beggar by rhe highway, or in a- 
other neceſfiry,and is freed fromit,he wil be the more compa(- 
fonate, andche better know-how to relieve thole that are in 
the like neceſſity, even from a fellow-feeling thac he hath 'of 
their miſery 2. So our Saviour Jeſus Chriſt having borne our in- 
firmities,will be ready and willing to helpe us, evenour ofa- 


 fellow»feeling that he hath of them,and therefore this may be 


comfort to us againſt allrbe infirmicies of our Nature, every 


_ againſt death ir ſelfe. 


Fourthly, Aath Chriſt Jeſus aſſumed our bumane Nature ?: 
Then we onghc to have a reverent eſtimation of this good- 
Nature which we carry about with us, as being the very ame. 
which the Sonne of God took. on him 3. let us therefore reve- 
rently reſpect it, borh in our ſelves and others. [nour ſelves ler 


us take heed we defile itnot with finne ,, doe not abuſe it to- 


ſlavich and wicked courſes. Wilt thoutake theFleſhand Na- 
tfire of Chriſt,and make it the Fleth & Nature of a Drunkard, 
or ofa Whoremonger?&c. God forbid;for chen thou ſhalt a-. 
bfiſe the Nature of Chriſt. Ando in others, in thy poore Bre- 
thren doe not vilifie this Nature, bur love and cheriſh it,and 
do wellby it;it is Chrifts owne Fleſh and Nature,therefore be: 
not thou aſhamed ofit.in them; ' He was-nort aſhamed ro call 
them Brethren, Heb.2.1 1.therefore be thou like nnto him. 
Fifrhly,bere is matrer ofreproofe againſt many Herecickes;: 
here 1s a whole Rabble of Hererickes, a Legionof Divels, to 
fight againſt chis. Truch, T cancall them nobercer;for they are 
directly againſt Chriſt. Afarcias he held char Chriſt had noe 
the true Subſiance,. bur only the ſemblance or ſhew of s 
man.alledging for his proofe, the Apoſtle, Philip 2.7. He was. 
made like man, Buwthere it is underſtood,a true likenefle(e- 
ven as one man is like another) nota counterfeit, And alfo 


they alledge. that in Roms. 8.3. God ſending his Soune in the 


[fmilitude of finfull Fleſh, Bur there fimilitude is nor referred 
to Fleſb,bur ro ſinfall Fleſh, This Errour ſome aſcribero the 
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CIanichees, but the Manichees confeſle he had therrne ſab- 
ſtance of Man,bur he bronghe it from Heaven:alledging r Cor. 
I 5.47. The ſecond man is the Lord from Heaven. Bur this is 
ſpoken of the Perſon of Chriſt, nor ofhis Manhood by it ſelfe, 
This Errour is rather aſcribed to Valentinns. Apolinaris con- 
feſled the Fleſh ofa man in him,bur not the Soule,bur chathis 
Deity was in Read of his Soul. Bur we know that it is ſaid» He 
groaned in his Soule,}ob.11.33.Now his Deity cannorgroan, 
Vide Zegedine 584.This is alſoaſcribedto the Arians, Vide 
Zeged.s5 84. Appelles held that he made his body of the fonre. 
Elements, Epiphan, Hereſ.44. And iocertaine Ebjonites held: 
that he was a created man betoreall things, Epiphan. Hereſ. 
30, and ſodemie him the birth ofa man. Bur we know he was: 
born of the Virgine Mary. The Aonorhbelites held that Ghrift 
had bur one will, that is,as he was God,not as he wasman,and 
ſo denie the parts and aQions of a man to him. Laſtly,the #b- 
quitaries wil have his Manhood every where, and {o theyde- 
ftroy the very being of his Manhood, Theſe and all ſnehHere- 
tickes as demie Chriftro become in the Fleſh, they are not of 
God, but they are the Spirits of Antichriſt,1. Joh:4.v.3. 
Laftly, ſeeing it isfo thar Chriſt hath takenonr Nature up- 
on him, then ler us ſo beleeve in him, and ſa embrace him, as 
rrue and perfe& man z! yer with theſe limitations, rakeir not 
roo ſhort,and-exrend it not too far.Firſt,rake it nor too. ſhores 
ſo do they that ſay bebad a Manhood, but being nnitedrorhe 


Godhead it was loſt & ſwallowed up of it : Byt cheſe come to0- 


ſhore;for Chriſt was ft1]l perfe&t man afcer this Union; neicher 
did he ceaſe co be (o at his death (as ſome thinke he did)nor at. 
his aſcenſion - inco Heaven , neither ſhallheeafterthedayof 
judgement:for even as the benefit of his Mediation laſts for e- 
yer, ſo ſhalhis Manhood be for eyer.Otherscake it roo ſhort,in 
this ſenſe, in that they thinke it a diſparagement & diſgrace to: 
Chriſt to aſcribe infirmitiesro him , roſay,thar with onr Na- 
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turche rooke onr infirmities alſo:buthe cannnort becrueman, 


except he take onrnatural infirmicies.Secondly,noryet firetch 
it too farre : though we ſay he rooke our infirmities, yet with 
ext ſane : finne muſt ſtill be excepted, Hebr.4:7 5;and 7: 26: 
And conſcquently,the cauſes - fin,as generationby.man; _ 
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' Zanch, de m- ' hadnot an earthly Farher, for chen his generatjon could nor 
carnat-lib:2.5.3 haye beene withour finne, or creation of any thing inche 
1-34hſ-1- yvombe ofhis Mother nor ſanRified. - It was impoſſible he 
ſhould be rainted with finne, being God : and it was neceſſs- 
xy he ſhould be without finne,, be being a ſacrifice for finne. 
Againe, ſtretch it nor coo farre, as to thinke, that he ſtill con- 
times in the tate of infirmity after his refurreion : for hows 
foeverhe hath our Nature, and be ſtill a perfeRt man, yet he is 
a manof Glory, nor of Infirmities; his infirmities are utterly 
caſtoff for everafter his reſurreQion,. and now he hath a glo.- 
Tified Body. No marvaile therefore, that CHHary knew him 
noc,but tooke him for the Gardiner after he was riſen;and thar 
the Diſciples ſuppoſed chey had ſeene a Spirit, when he appea- 
red tothem, Luke 24.37. Nay he ts fofarrefrom infirmities, 
a$that he hathperfe& Glory and authority over the world ; 
eſpecially , overhis Church : Al things are pat in ſubjeition 
widerb;: feer, Heb.2.8:God hath him Lord and Chriſt, 
Atts'2:36, And Phil, 2.9,10. God hath highly exalted hime, 
' anif given him a name aboveevery name, that at the name 
Tofm every knee ſhould bow, Sothough he never depoſed his 
.-- Nature, yet be laiddowne his Infirmiries at his death andre- 
- *. 'arreQtion; And therefore the Apoſtle faith, Hee dies no more, 
Rom.6.9. Thirdly extend it nor too _ as they doe thar 
fay,ifhe bave taken the whole Nature n,then he will ave 
all men. No, he will ſave none, bur thoſe that are i rated 
into him by Faith, and are members of his Body :. for as he 
made onr Nature his by aſſuming it, ſo we muſt make his ours 
by believing andreſting upon it : we muſt be his brethren as 
welas he is ours. The Fleſh proficerh ns nothing, [e 5s the $pi- 
vit that quickneth and giveth us life. - £ 
— Weehave ſpokenin handling ofthis Queſtion, ofthe two 
firſt generall points nded to be handledin the fame. 
Namely, Firſt, the Ford by it ſelfe, Secondly, ofthe Fleſb by 
ic ſelfe. It followes now that we ſpeake ofthe third generall 
pu , the Ford and the Fleſh,the Godhead and the Marhood. 
on, 


> Lind 


, (Was made Fleſh)which we call his Incarnati- 

this word [ncarnation anſwers. ficly tothe words of 

the Text (#4: made Fleſh ;) for to be incarnate jisto 7" 
| Fleſh. 


Of God, of Chriſt. 


Fleſh. And here in theſe words made Fleſh,  weare to confi- 
der ; Firſt, ofthe e. Secondly , ofthe marrer. Firſt, 
of che phraſe. This is the moſt ſignificant phraſe in all the 
Scripture to expreſs this M of Chriſts Incarnati- 
9x. Some places ſpeake of his Fleſh; as inthe r'7im. 3.16. 
God manifefted inthe Fleſh. And,t Fohn 4.2. Every Spiric 
that confeſſeth not that Jeſs Chriſt is come in th#& FIT, : 
Other places ſpeakeof his being made, as Gal. 4. 4. made of « 
woman. And,Rom.1. 3. made of the Seede of David. Bur rhis 
pRce kf moſt dire&tly and cxpreffely rothe point im 
r __ borh ofhis Fleſþ, and being made Fleſh. So then. 
ehis is the plaineft place of all orher,chongh all chereſt intend 
and meane the fame rhing,bur this ſpeakes it plainely.So ctiac 
_ if any man ſhonld aske me, what Chriſt is ? Tconld nor more 
plainely exprefſe ir, than by theſe words , to fay, Heis:he: 
Word made Fleſh. It is fo plaine, that ſome have hence profie- 
ly concluded (ſtanding uponthe ftricinefſe ofthe phraſe) rhar 
therefore the Ford was either altered and changed into Fleſh; 
oratthe leaſt thar the Ford did ſaffer ſomerhing robe done 
unto it ſelfe inthis [ncarnation. Bur the colleftionis falſe in 
borh : For firſt, there is no changing of one ſabſtance into ano 
- ther; for God cannot be changed,neither will thephraſe beare 
it, no more than when we ſay, the Ayre is inlightned,it ſhould 
therefore follow, that the Ayre is rurned intro Light, whereas: 
the Ayre whether itbe darke, or whether it be light, flillic 
conrinnes the ſame Subſtance. Secondly,neirher1sthere any 
paſſion; the Word ſuffered nothing robe done yntoir , forthar 
1s againſt che Nature of God , forthis Word made Fleſh may 
as well he tranſlated beoame Fleſh,which may and dorhofren- 
crimes intend a voluntary Aftion of the Perſon that itis ſpoken- 
of, according to that ofthe Apeſtle , 1 Cor. 9.20. I broame 
Few to the Few, that is he volumarily conformed himſelfe, 
&c. So Chriſt here is an Agent or Doer, he Atually rooke onr - 
Fleſh on him, rather than a Patient or Sufferer. The ſpeech is 
Paſſive, burthe ſenſe is rather Active. And ſo mnch of the- 
phraſe, Made Fleſh. CT 
Now tothe matrer it ſelfe, wherein are rheſe particulars ro 
be confidered ;. Firſt,the A or worke done + Secondly, the- 
| manner: 
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manner how ic was done: Thirdly, the meanes whereby ir was 
done : Fourthly,che time when ic was done: And Laitly, the 
conſequents of ir being done. Firſt, ofche Act or Worke ir 
ſelfe, TheWord was made fleſh: that is, Jeſus Chriſt being ver 

God,becameverie Man, This incends two things ; Firſt 4 4 
Afumprtion or taking on him : Secondly, ſuch a cakingon 
hints makes aperfe union of both Natures in one Perſon. 
Firſt, a taking on him;here is the Aſſumption , ſothe Apoſtle 
faith, Phil.2.7, Andtooke an him the forme of a Servant : And 
Heb. 2.16-Tooke on him the ſeed of Abraham. Andhere we 
areto conſider two things, Firſt, what he did aflume , Fleſh , 


' our whole Nature. Secondly, who did afſume it, The Ford, 


not ſimply God, bur Chriſt; and nor his divine Nature, bu 
his have 3. : othis1s che right ſtate of the buſineſle , and che 
moſtproper and dire maner of ſpeech,that the ſecondPerſon, 
the Sonne of God, gs him our fleſh or nature : So 
hereis the afſumpcion. Andſecondlyithis isfſach an Aſump- 
tion,ascauſerh a plaine and perfe&tunicn ; for hee did nor (© 
aſlumeour fleſh,as that his Godbead and his Manhood were 
each a ſeverall Perſon,but that both of them were uniced LOge- 
ther in one perſon,each Natureremaining diſtin&and yet he 
continuing one and the ſame Perſon. In this union wee are 
ro conſider rhe matter, and the SubjeA, Toſpeake properly 
and diſtinQly, the marrer of this union, 1s the two Natures, 
the Manhood unitedrothe Godhead. The ſubjeR of this uni- 
on, isthe Perſon of the Son of God. The union is not made 
of the Perſon,bur inthe Perſon, and hence it iscalled the per- 
ſonall union; becauſe, howſoever it is,not of Perſons (for there 
was never bur one in this canſe) but ofthe Natures as they 
beingthe matter ofthis union ; yet itis not inthe Natures, 
{for they were never made one,bur till continue rwo) bur in 
the Perſon as being the SubjeR ofthis union : So then the De- 
finition of the perſonall union appeares plainely to bee this, 
namely, the meeting together of the perfe& divine Nature, 
and of the perfet humane Nature , both in one and the ſame 


| Perſon of the Sonne of God, and yet each of them remaining a 


diſtin&t- Natureby it ſelfe, and retaining their owne effenc1all 
properties, Firſt,in this union, there muſt be a mectingroge- 
ther 
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ther of cheperte& Divine and of chepertet Humane natnre. 
Secandly; chey auſt both meece in one Perion ofthe Sonne of 
God, And thirdly, each muſt retaine heir ſeveralland eflenti- 
all Natures and properties. As for example,it isthe propercy 
of che Deity toforgive our (ins,and toheare our prayers; and 
his property at reraines Rill:andic is the property of the Hy- 
+ manityro be contained inone place at once,and this property 
ir recaimnes fi1ll, 

There be many Unions in the world ; as firft, there ts a na- 
curall Union, as of rhe Soule and Body in one man. Secondly, 
chereis a carnall Union, as ofche man and wife. Thirdly,there 
1$ an artificial Union, asof Timber and Stones in one buil- 
ding, and divers things tna garment. Fourthly,there is a ſoci- 
all Union, as.of the members inone Body, Fifthly, there is a 
ſpirituall Union, as berwixt Chriſt and his Church, Laſtly, 
there is this perſonall Union of che rwo Natures in Chritt ; 
and this is fingular and unmatchable , chereis bur. onethar 
may be compared with it, and that 1s che union of the Perſons 
in the Deity, where three nsare united in one ſubſance, 
andcherefore it 1s called a nuall anion ; and this of two 
Natures inone perſon,none elſe can be compared with it.Fur- 
ther,we muſt underſtand that Chriſt had another union, viz, 
of the Sonle and Body,but that nor a per{onallunionot his wo 
natures tn one Perſon, as this is : ſo that if yee aske me, how 
many ſnbſtances Chriſt confiſts of? [ anſwer, Three,the Body, 
the Sonle,and the Deity : bur if ye aske me, how many na- 
cures he hath ? I anſwer, Two, one bumane, theother di- 
vine : So'Chriſt conſiſts of three ſubſtances ; and yer bur of 
_ natures. And ſo much of the firſt point, the AR or worke 

one, | | 
The ſecond point, is the manner how it was done. And that 
is wonderfuttand unſearchable. It is hard ro concgive how the 
Body andthe Soule of a child are united rogerher in ordinary 
generation 2 Androconceive how the Body and Soule of 
Chriſt was joyned cogerher, is harder : Bur this to conceive 
how his two natures ,: the Manhood, andthe Godhead were 
unired rogether in one perſon , is much more difficule, The 


Scriptures call the worke of _ holy Ghoſt , inthis kinde, 
p an 
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an overſhadoming) Luke 1.35.48 intending , amongſt other k 
things that jitis a darke MyRery , not ro bee comprehended 


bur only as in a ſhadow 3 wemuſt conceive of it in this man- 
ne.Firſt,that his mother was made fic to receivethe worke of 
the holy Ghett, and ro conceive 2 childe without man. Se- 
cond!y, the particular matter whereof Chriſts Body was tobe 
conceived and made, was ſanctified and cleanſed from all cor- 
ruptionof finne both originall and aRtvall. Thirdly, when ic 
was ſocleanſed, the Body was framed & createdof it.Fourth- 
iy, then his Soule was created and infuſed into theBody, and 
fo he wasa perfe&t man. Fifthly, this perteR manhood was u- 
nited to the Godhead in the Perſon of the Sonne of God, And 
ſohereis Chriſt very God , and very man. | Now wee muſt 
underſtand that all theſe Actions were done in aninftant : for 
they were done by God that neederth no time ro doe his by- 
fineſſe in ; ſothar,] ſay, theſe five Actions weredone inthe 
very infant of his conception ; for it isimpoſſible that any eſ- 


ſenciall part of Chriſts Nature ſhould ſubfift in any thing 


bur in his Perſor, and therefore there was no eflentiall part of 


Chriſts Manhood, but fo ſcone as it bad abeing it had a ſubGi- 


ing inthe ſecond Perſon:therefore all was done at an inſtant; 
for if wee ſhould ſay hee had a body firſt, anddid unite that to 
his Perſon, then hee ſhould unite an imperfeR Narure to his 
perfect Perſon, and therefore thiswas more in Chriſtthan in 
any other man: For in the ordinary generation of men, they 
have their Bodies framed firſt, and then after ſome time their 
Soules are infuſed ; Bur Chriſts Soule was infuſed ar- the in- 
ſtant of conception, and this is denyed to any other , ſave to 
the firſt &dam ; for he ſoſoon as his Body was madeghis Sonle 
was infuſed ; And Chriſt was not to bee1nferiovr, burto be e- 
quall ro him in his humane nature. It !s true, that bis body ir « 
creaſed in thewombe,and grewripetothebirthin theordin:- 
ry cimethar others do;bur yer his Soule was infuſed, and both 
Soule & Body-unired co his Perſon -atthe very inſtant of con- 
ception, as is hewed, And fo much of the ſecond point, 
namely, the manner how this was done. 

The third poinr is, the meanes whereby irwas done 2 and 
they are two;the firſt is Aftive,the ſecond Paſſive. The Active 


meanes. 


Ll 
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mbanes was the holy Ghoſt ; the Paſſive was the Virgine Aſa- 
« That the Active meanes was the holy Ghoſt, four was be- 
ore promiſed or foretold, Luke 1.35+ and fo it was confirmed 
after the conception , Marth, r. 20. that which is conceived 
in her is of the holy Ghoſt. So thar the holy Ghoſt-is the A 
tinchis worke, Imagine not upon the hazzard of your 
amnation, any grofſe or carnall Action in this caſe; bar con- 
ceive of it with all reverence & admiration, with heavenly,8c 
holy,and ſpiritual! chonghts, worthy of chis heavenly worke 
of che holy Spirit. Ic is ow ger ſay that the holy Ghoſt 
did the officeof an Hu ro the Virgine ary : wee ma 
more lafely ſay,ſpeaking in ſobriety, char he did the office ofa 
zFarherin reſpectof Chriſt : for whatſoever was actedinthis 
bulineſſe, he had the whole and onely worke, he was concei- 
vedofthe holy Ghoſt. This poinc 18 ſubjet tortwo excep- 
tions. Firſt, it may be ſaid, had nor all the perſons inthe Tri- 
nity a hand in this worke, as well as the holy Ghoſt? Yes, for 
whatſoever one doth (being anourward worke ofthe Trinity) 
all doe ; yer hercinevery of them reſerves their ſeverallpro- | 
perty toir ſelfe ; the Facher bis property istoſend ; the 5,11 2-1, 
Son to come inthe Fleſh ; the holy Ghoſt he made andunited «x;14 ſunt iv 
the Hanhoodto the perſon of the Sonne. It was the worke of diz/a. 
the whole Trinicy mediately , bur immediately ofthe holy 
bo#+ : It was thewhole worke of che Trinity inchoative : 
ofche Sonne rerminarive, becanſe it was finiſhed in him : 
Aill wee muſtreſerve their ſeverall properties in _— 
The Fathers make it plaine by this fimilicude ; As ifthree f1- 
ters ſhonld all worke or weave a garment for the ſecond Si- 
Ner and put it on her ; allof them have a hand in it, bar the 
ſecond puts it on, So likewiſe by another fimilitude ofa mar- 
riage ; Ina marriage; Firſt,there is the perſons ro be married, 
andchat is Chrift coonr fleſh; ſo thereis che Father that gives 
the woman tothe Bridegroome,& this is God the Father;and 
then thirdly,there muſt be the Miniſter that joyns them toge- 
ther in marriage , and that is the holy Ghoſt that nnites the 
Atanhoed to the perſon of the Sonne. -By theſe 
us (oreg n g we may have ſome {lender reſem- 
blance, and light in this great myiiery » burpreſſe themnor 
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coo farre., for indeed no compariton.can; match this z.It js 
called anoverſhadowing,> Luks 1.35: roteach us that wee 
mot nor pry, nor dive inco ittoo farre,bur if we conceive of tt 
as it were under a vaile, it 1s ſufficient. The ſecondexceprion 
char chis point is ſabje&tunco, is this : If rheholy Ghott bee 


\ - the AgencandaQtve worker m-Chnftsconcepuon, why chen 


is nor Chrift-according to his £Hazhoed the Somme of the 
holy Ghoſt ? The Anwwer is;No;; becauſe hee was not made 
of the ſubRance of the holy Ghoſt, whereas children are of 
the ſubſtance cfrheir _ - bnr _— _- Farr was 
madeonelyby-the p>wer and operationOt the holy Ghoſt,per- 
forming er before Heciked, and nor of ADE L 
and therefore his cannot beefaid co bee the Father of Chriſt in 
reipeR of his A2anhood. The ſecond meanes was Paffive,and 
that was his mocher,a Virgin,Iſey 7, 1 4. & the Firgin' Mary, 
Exk.1.30,31. And chougthe had nor his beingfrom man im- 
medizrly, yer hecamemediatly from mankind; Hrwatmaie 
6f a wonan, Gal:4. 4. and ioconequently andacdiarely hte | 


came fromman, of che feed of David; Rom.'1i/4: A finely 


fountaine, & Figs landtified Virgin,agracions Yirgin;for 


" ſuch aſweere ftreame toiflnefrom ; never ſacha: child cattie 


from any mother,never ſuch'a mother bronghe forrh any child, 


- Therecan bee but foure' meanes whereby mankind can have 


any being 5 either firſt withoue man'or womar,” andithing 4- 
dam'had higbeing : theſtcond is of manwichone rhe helps of 
a womat, and thus Eve had her being: » the third is , borh 
of man and of woman together.and foatl the children and « 
netation of Adar had cheirbeing : the forrtts js of a woman 
wichonr a man, & this isproper onely roJeſhs Chriſt the Son 
of God. Sorhe paſſivemearres was che Virgin Afary, the A- 
Qive the ho/y Ghoſt And is much of theſe three Poinrs;the AR 


. or worke don=,the Manner,and rhe Meanss. 


Now wee will draw all thatharh beene fpoken into an oh. 
ſervationand rhar is this ; Jeſus Chriſt is very God and very 
m7, boric cogether in oneand theſame Periba of the Sons | 
of God, The Texc carrieth ir {veetely and pleinely;rbe ord, 
thentie wasGod;Fleſh,chen hewas many ; made Fleſh , chere 
they are borh rogether , natficly , in che Perſon of the Sonne 

| = o 


UM 
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of God. - Nore'thae the obfervacionhach three -paincsre bee . 

proved inir, Firſt, that hes very God; and very manyboch 

rogerher, Secondly, in-one and che fame perion, Andchicrdly, 

chat this perſon is the Sonne of God, Bur generallyche ſame 

places of Scripture rharprove onrof thefe , ;prove-alithree, 

and rhey zye nor 'to- be dif-joyried'; rherefore we wrll handle 

them rogether, Ga/-4-4,5). God ſent forth bis Stbone, . Fr, His 

Sonne, therefore hee is very God: wmaie of x womanztherefore 

he is very man; for what doth proceed of a Woman: bur man. 

kinde? Secondly that He might redeewemor that chey might 

redeeme ; therefore nocmany 4 'buconePeriory; 'even ther 

famePerſon rhat is very God ; being; alfovery man wichall, 

Thirdly, andal[ this is the Sdimeof God, bis Somve;Phit.s, y, 

6,7. Firſt, He was in the forme of God, equull with Goaxhere- 

fore very God; and withall inthe forme'af's ſtroant > 'maile | 

like may, & c. thierefore verymm. Secondly;andrhiar inone + © 

ant tcheſarhe perſon, for ſo.che Texr ſpeakes ſalloforrandrhe 

ſameperſon, why beryg,andbe made, ec, Thirdly; and whar 

perſon was this7rhe Perforrefrhe SorofGod, for fr rheTexct:' | 

ſich exprefſely, Who being i» the forme of God,O&c:Roms:8.g, 

God fending his Son:&ef His Soninthe fleſh, therersrlieds gc © ofihe - 

pliciry of Nurs, he was very God and'veryman.See firſt point in ws 

chennityofthe Perforr intharhe ſpeakes buk of one alone bs the obſervari. 

Sox: Thirdly, there is the ſpecification of thar one perfonz:Þ& 9n char Chriſt 

owne So”, that is;rhat one perſan ofthe Sonot God: Sumfuch - gre = 

for oofe of the point, by ; ALIEN 1 rogether, 'Y 
he Reaſons ofitarerheſe. Firſt , ofche firſt point in the Reaſon 1. © 

obſervariqn, & conſquently ſh ago — 

'reR.Firt,mart had FR odtad paſſed a.m jutbſen- 

rence of dearh, and etetnall corſe and damnarion uponaliman- 

kinde for fiime ; 'Geveſffs 2,14. atid Grnofr 317+ rhis being 

threatned before, no donbt bur 1t muſt accordingly be rm 

med after*-fthis ſerence be not reverſi,ve ſhallbeall dam- . 


ned without mercy ?Þur how ſhallhigberevertt?rhe Juſtice 
and nhchangy bioReſe of -God will not ſafferir, rherefore 
-orfed and dittied,: citherin rhemieives 


all mankinifeare accorfed a 
or in their ſaretytwhoor what is the ſirecy 7 ONE man cannnoc 
be ſarety for another, 'nmch Kſſe forall, Pſaimgg, 4 as 
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cavnet redeeme his brother (ach David) it coſt more than 


ſo ;neicher can any ocher creatureor narure be the ſurety, bur 

the ame rhart finned mnft die,therefore of neceſſiry he muſt be 
very manthar is che ſurety, Againe he muſt be ſuch a man as is 
#quivalent roallmen, yea, more worth than all theworld 
befide, elſc he cannorredeeme them : and that cannot be any 
creature, for ngne of them is of this value, bur he mnſt be very 
God ; therefore Jeſus Chriſt is very God and very man, both 
rogerther in one Perſon. | 


Secondly, Jeſus Chriſt being to be Mediatonr, he is to rreat 


familiarly wich both parties that are robe reconciled, & have 
ſachrighe inboth,char he may partake with each by his owne 
worth, and may bave credit and anthority with both ; bur this 
he cannot have with man , nnleflehe be man ; nor with God, 
nnlefle he be God too, 


Thirdly, be is to make ns one with God, and God one with 


with us after a Spiritnal mannertcherefore he muſt be one with - 


us,andone with God;very God.and very Man. 


Reaſons of the Now intheſecondplace, that hee 1s v God and very 
ſecond part of jan inonePerſon, the Reaſon is ; Becauſe , if there bee 


the doQrine. 


two Perſons, there is two Chrifts, and two Mediarours: Bur 
thereis burtone Chriſt , and one Mediator , and therefore 
bur one Perſon. Many Perſons muſt needes conclude. many 


- Chrifts. | 


Rules ro bee - 


conſidered 
- concerning 


Yea but inthethird place , if ic be bur. in one Perſon, why 
may it nor be inthe perſon of Man ? I anſwer, No; it is impo(- 
fiblerobein Man : The Reaſon is, Becauſe ic muſt be in ſich 
a Perſon, as whereinboth the Natures may truly and re- 
ally ſabfift. Bat it is impoſſible that the Godhead ſhould ſub. 
ft inthe Perſon ofa man, that being infinte,and this finite, 
andrherefore che Hnmanicy muſt lubſfiſt inthe Perſon of the 
Son of Ged. 

Beforewe cometo theUles , hereare certaineRnlesto bee 
confidered, touching Chriſts Incarnation. - 


erni! The firſt Rule is rhis z Thar Chriſt doch ſabGR wholly in 
Chrifts incar- 


nation. 


_ — with ow awe Tr firſt, he doch _ 
1m the divine Nature,as being of it ſelf, & fuſtaining all chings ; 
Inthe Humane, as quicknng and ſuſtaining it : Secoodhy, 
. the 
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che Word had a precedent being, ſo bad northe Fleſh, Third- 
iy» he aid his greater workes by his Deity,hisinferiour by his 
umanity. | 
The - av Rule isthis, That the Fleſh of Chrift is not ei- 
ther Deified,forthen ir could not be one with us : Secondly, 
neither yer nullified,as either vaniſhing to nothing, or being 
ſwallowed up of the Deitie ; Thirdly, neither yer accidentally 
joyned ro the Perſon of the Sonne, but eſſentially concurring 
withit in one Perſon, IS | 
Thirdly,the Ford isnot changed;for then it could not be one 
with God , bur fill ir retaineth the ſame Nature and pro- 
perties, Fohs x o. 30. I and my Father am one, Andin 1 Cor. 


2.8, the Apoſtle cals himthe Lord of Glory : Neitheris 9,4 ; 
the ord debaſed thereby , butconcinues ſtillin that excel- I—_ s: 
lent and infinite Dignity :neither yer aſlumed into the” Man- 9%04 erat nox 


Zo 


hood,but the Manhood into it:Fourthly,nor everafier did the © 


#ard forſakethe Fleſh,no nct in death, Phil.2. v.7,8.. 
Fourthly , the Perſon was a compound Perſon, and yet bunt 

one Perſon, though he have two Natures, and that 1s the Per- 

fon of the Son.of God, Luk. 1. 25. Hary is calledthe Mother 


of God,3+irixE& againſt Neftorins Vogel.45. Asit God were * 


in Chriſt onelyas1n the Saints, but more powerfully in him 
than.in them, | 

Fifthly,the Natures are not confounded, bur really diſtingui- 
ſhed in the ſame Perſon : neitherſecondly, was there a third 
Natnre compounded of them both , asſome Heretickes have 
thoughr, as Emtiches Vogel 4g. Neftorims , and Emtiches, 
thorgh rt hey differ intheir Herefes,yer each of them ſtand on 
the ſame falſe gronnd, Namely, that every perfect Nature muft 
have aperfe&t Hypoſtafis,and therefore, either there muſt bee 
two Perſons,faith Neſtorims,if there be two Natures ; or elſe if 
there be bur cne Perſcn, ſaith Extiches, thenthere is but one 
Nature.So much for the Rules, 

The Uſes are theſe: 


4+ 


Fe 


The firſt is for reproof of thoſe that deny Chrifts comming Uſe > 


or being inthe Fleſh:For they do nor onely difanull che Fleſh 
of Chriſt by irſelfe inthe ſecondpoint ; bur much more his 


Incarnation in this third point,, that he was wzade Fleſh, _ 
x94 
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— the Texfis plaineagainkt luch , x Jobs 4. 2. That they which 


deny (riffs Incarnation that he is come in the Fleſh,they are 
not of God,but they are the Spirits of Antichrift, © 
Theſecond Uk 1s againſt choſe, who though they grant 
Chcifts Incarnation, yet withall chey affirme che whole Trini- 
ty is Incarnate x;wbereas the Text herereſtrainesandappro- 
taces the Incernation torbe Yord Bur, lay they, if the God- 
ad be united rothe Manbood, then the whole Trinity 2s In - 
carnate: for che Godbead is equally and fully inevery Perſon 
ofthe Trinity. Theaniwer is chis, Thar ic 1s more properly 
ſaid , that God did affume our Fleſh, ratherchan the God- 
head: Qr if we doe ſay,his Godhead did aflume che Manhood, 
underſiand itwithchis limication , char itis the Godhead in 
the fecond Perſon,the Son of God: for rhe Word 1s the name of 
his Perſon. It cannot be aid properly that rhe divine Nature 
tooke the immane natnre, bur that the #ord the ſecond Per- 
ſon trooke aur Fleſh ; and-forhe dwine Nature may bee Incar- 
nate inthe Son, and nor inthe Father, orche holy Ghoſt,be- 
cauſtrhat thonghthey beane in Nature, yer che Godhead hath 
nor che ſame ſubſiſtence inthe Father, andthe holy Ghoſt,as 
inthe Son. : 
Thethird Uſeis this, Ts Chriſt very God and very Man in 
one Perſon ? here then is aſſurance ofour reconcilement to 
God;that allamkindneſs 1s forgocten, and allour fins forgiven 
and buried, andall his diſpleature doneaway, becauſe, as wee 
ſee here, that our Nature and Gods owne blefled Narure 
mectetogether in the Perſon of Gods owne Sonne. Who can 
donbc,or why ſhonld any diſtruſt of reconciliation with God, 
andofhis favour, (if he have faith in ChriR)ſeeing the Union 
i$4lready made? If it were to be done hereafter,thenhappely 
there might bee ſome donbr and ſuſpition,thongh there oughr 
tobee none, becauſe wee have Gods promiſe for it; but being 
donealready it is paſt all doubt and feare. Bur yon will ſay, It 
istrue, thatthis proves that Chriſt is reconciled ro God ; 
Bvrwhat is chat ro us? How doth this prove that I amrecon- 
ciled roGod? Yes, very materially:For Chrift did this for ns. 
If Chrift the Firſt froics beemade one with God, then the 
Faichfnil, the whole Lampe are ſo too. He is the Head,and we 
of; | 7 - are 
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arehis Members ; Ifthen our Nature befully reconciled to 
Godin him onr Head, thenſo isit alſoinus his members. 
The Apoſtle 2 Cor,y. 19. faith, God was in (briſft reconciling 
the world to himſelfe 3 that is,God and Man met in Chriſt is 
the reconciliation of theworld,that is; ofthefairhful co God. 
And, #at.1.23. he is called Emanuel,that is,God with m:He 
being Emaxxelinhimſelfe, hath effeted the ſame for ns;hee 
hath, made God one with us,& us one with God;he hath made 
bim a friend and fatherro ns, and us to become friends and 
Sonnes of God. This is a matter of ſingular comfort to Gods 
Children : for as ſure as onr Nature is met together in the 
Perſon of Chriſt, ſoſurely are we reconciled nnto God. Will 
you beleeve a thing ſhall be done, when there is a pledge gi- 
ven, anda pledge taken on borh tides? Why here isa —_—_ 
raken,and a pledgegiven,to aſſure us of this. Chriſt cooke our 
nature as a pledge trom us,and ro pur it one of all doubr, hath. 
given us his Spirit, as a pledge from him of our perfe& recon- \ 
ciliation to God. What can a man have more,when God deals 
chusſabſtancially with him 2 Doubt nor therefore,bur that up- 
on thy ſubmiſſion,in ſeeking ir, beleeving ir,and obeying it, ir 
ſhall be ſurelyperformed unto thee. (\_ 

Fourthly, This ſhould reach ns therefore to labour ro be- #/e 4« 
come one withGod, God hath vonchſafed co become one 
with thee, and wilt not thon labour ro become one with him? 

It was a great humbling and debaſing for him ro become one 
with thee, and yer he did it meerely tor thy ſake. It is glory, 
and life, and ſalvation for thee to be one with him ; therefore 
let nor to ſeeke it for thine owne ſake, and never leave ſeeking 
by prayer, and all holy endeavors and meanes, till thou haſt 
attained it.Bnt yon will ay, How ſhall we atrainero become 
one with God ? I anſfver, In Chriſt, beleeving,embracing,and 
caſting thy ſelfconfidently on Chriſt and his merits,and never 
ceaſe praying, and hearing, and conferring on Gods Word, 
till chon haft attained this:and rhendo nor break off this Uni- |. 
on(by finning)after it is made: betrer ir 8s for theeby many de. 
grees to break thine own hearr,than to breakeoff this Union, 

Fifthly, This reacherh us the dignity and worthinefſe of all #/e , 

Chriſts doings and ſufferings , eveninthe daies ofhis F/e/>, 
Qq | becauſe 
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becauſe they were all done and ſuffered in the Perſon ofthe 


| Sonneof God , andtherefore they muſt needs bee of infinite 


power againſt Satan and ſinne, and of infinire recompence to 
the Law,and of infimte ſarisfaftion to Gods juſtice, and of in- 
finice merit forus , and of infinite worthineſſe before Gods 
Mercy ſeat , yea, Of infinire worrhineſle before the Throne 
of Gods Juſtice, So that if Godthe Father looke upon the 
doings and {vffcringsof his Son with the moſt pure eyes of his 
Juſtice, he can find no more fault withthem(be it ſpoken wich 
all reverenceto the Father,and glory tothe Son )than with his 
owne Majeſty. 

Sixthly, this reacheth us the infinite hainouſneſs of in, thar 
cannor poſſibly be done away, bur by a Peron of infinite wor- 
thinefſe,even as great as God bimſelfe. Thereforelet us rake 
heed of fin,& let us not walk after the Fleſh, bur after the Spi- 
rit,that ſo we may have our part inthe infinit meritsof Chrift, 

The third maine point ro be confideredin this Scripture, 
The word was made Fleſh, was the Incarnationof the Son of 
God:Wherin was propounded tobe ſpoken,Firſt,of the phraſe, 
made Fleſp : And ſecondly, ofthe marter.. ;Tonching the 
phraſe, wee heard that ir went beyond all other places of 
Scripture. And forthe matter , we propounded hive things to. 
be handled in it : Firſt, concerning the Att or worke done : 


' - Secondly, the manner of doing : Thirdly, the meanes:Fourrh- 


ly, the time when it was done-: And laftly , the conſe- 
quents of it being done, Ofthe three former we bave already 
heard, Now itremaines, that by the afſiftance of Gods Spiric 
we ſpeake of the two latter, the fourth and fifth. And for the 


' preſentthe firſt ro be ſpoken of, is the time or ſeaſon wherein ic 


was done: And I note this point the rather, becanſe ir pleaſeth 
the holy Ghoſt ro nore this circumſtance, Ga!. 4.4. /n the ful 
neſſe of time God ſent his owne Son, &c. \Where he ſpeakegof 
Chriſts Incarnartion,& gives expreſſe norice of the time, Fecl. 
2+ All things wnder the Sunne have their appointed time faith 
Salomen: therefore this, which was the greateſt worke that e- 
ver was done under che Sunne,muſt have a-convenient time to 
be performed in. It.istrne, that in reſpeR of Gods decree, 
it was done before all worlds, Andic is as true in reſpect 
| of 
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of the fruic and benefit of ic tothe faichfull, char ic hath beene 
from the beginning of the world ; and therefore heeis;cal- 
led che Lambe ſlainefrom the beginning of the world, Rev, 
1368. All che good that ever hath befallen the fairhful, even to 
their very Election,was beſtowed on them by God reſpeRive- 
| lyco Chriſts Incarnation : bur the reall & actvall performance 

of it, hada cercainetime afſignedto it by Gods decree, and 
thar in ſingular wiſedome and mercy , andthe timebeing 
come , this worke was actually performed, How long it is 
ſince, every one of us knowes, 1640. yeares. Bur how long ic 
was from the beginnig ofthe world to that time, isnor ſo 
= certainely and preciſely knowne : yer ir is certaine, . that it 
was under 4000. yeares, and above z goo. yeares;we will con- 
ſider of this time in ome profitable reſpets, And firſt wee 
will conſider of it in reſpect of the ſtare ofche whole world.Se- 
condly,inreſpe& of the Rate ofthe fairhfull, Andchirdly in 
reſpect ofthe Virgin Mary. 

Firft,wewill conſider of ic generally inrefpe& of che whole 
world ; Forfirſt, at that time was eſtabliſhed che moſt abſo- 


late Monarchy that ever was in the world, the Romane Em- Auguſtas (* 
pire :and was it nor thena fir time forthe moſt abſoluce 3fo- Dominwn w6- 


; : cart probibutts 
narch of heaven andearth, God himlelte, tro comeinto the On 


world, and tobe manifeſted inthe Fleſh? Secondly,then there 
was 2 general univerſal peace throughout the world ; & there- 
fore a fc cimefor the Prince of Peace, Jeſu (hrift,cobeborng 
and ro come intotheworld. Thirdly,then1dolatrie and pro- 
phaneneſfſe, and generally all fſinne wasat thehigheſt, the 
whole world lay tumbling in wickedneſſe, as Saint John 
faith,r Joh.5.19.cven like Swine inthe mire: and was ic not 
high rimethenfor Chriſt rocome into the world to cure fin? 
Is 1tnot high time for the Phyſician to come,when the Pati- 
ent 15 moſt licke? Chriſt he is the Phyſician, the Porldis the 
Patient, Sinis the diſcaſe,& the height of finche deſperateneſs 
of che diſeaſes was it not time theafor Chriſt rocomeinto rhe. 
world,vhen the world was thus in che height and extremity 
of finne? | 
The ſecond reſpe& is ſpecially becauſe of the Church of 
the faithfull. - It was a fic timein reſpetofthem ; For firlt, 
| Qq 3 at 


Of God, of Chriſt. 


Tanthy de 1n- 
Carn7 2.7 3:74 


at this time the Prophecies and Premiſes of Chriſts comming 
- were neereat anend , The Scepter was departed from Ju- 


dah, the whole Government of the Jewiſh Nation was abto. 
gateiromihe Royall Tribe,and tran{lated tro the Rowan Em- 
perours andiheir Lievienants, andtherefore it was time for 
Shrloh preſently roceme, as Jacob prophecied, Gen.4g.1o, 
The 70, weeks in Dariels Prophecie,Dan,g.25,26.nerenow 


comming on pace, and moſt ot them expired , and therefore 


the Meſſiah was tocome,and to live here on earth, that at the 
full end andexpiraticn of them he might beeflaine, and fore- 
concilethe iniquity, and bring in everlaſting righteovineſle, 
For God doth nor only performe promiſes, and accompliſh 
prophecies inthe Truth ofthe thing 5 bur alſo-in the preciſe 
trictneſſe of the timehe keepes tcuch for the very day and 
houre. Secondly, and conſequently, the faithful] people of 
God then alive were gaping with huvgry Sonles , like young 
Kavens,for the con.mir gof the Meſsiah; they bad long wal» 
red with old Simeor, Luke 2.25. for the conſolation of Iirael, 
and had roy ſpread their armes abroad toreceive andem- 
brace the Salvaticncf the Lerd t and when is meatand Crinke 
ſoſeaſonable, as when it is kuvgred and thirfiedafrer ? And 
then istte fitteſt time ſor G OD robefiow his bleflings on 
his choſen, when he bath opened their hands and hearts,and 
made them fir for embracing ofthem, New the faithtullbun- 
gred and thirſted for the comming of Chriſt, and waitedwith 
firctched ont armes ready toreceive him ; andtherefore in 
reſpe cf them, this was a fit time for God togive Chriſt un« 
rothem. Thirdly, and laſily,the fairhfoll were very ſcarce and 
few,the Church was crept intoa corner, intoa few families, 
Religion was exceedingly decayed, the Dotrine of it depra- 
ved, kolinefſe of life little regarded and lefle praCtiſed, and 
generally thoſe that in ſhew profeſt niof,the Scribes & Pha- 
r;ſces, were meere formalifts and ftarke Hypocrites ; Gods 
worſhip was corrupted by mans Traditions and Inventi- 


| Ons'; and was it not now high time for the head of the Church 


to ſhew forth himſelfe , and rocome perſenally and viſibly 
amongſt chem , ro redreſſe their manners, reforme his owne. 
Tith;-repaire the rvines of his Houſe, and tocomtfert the 
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languiſhing members of His owne body?Surely this was the 
molt fir time, > 
Thirdly , wee muſt conſider of this time particularly inre- 
ſpect of the Virgin Mary, his bleſſed mother : and it was fit | 
time inreſpeRt other too ; for Chrilt was preſently incarnate 
within her , ſoſoone as ever ſhee beleeved the meſlage of che 
Angel, Lake 1.31- not before, forall the while ſhedifiruſted 
and {aid, How can this bee? Chriſt yas not conceived in her ; 
A diſtruſtfull heart diſ-inables from being partakers of Gods 
promiſes : nor after ſhee beleeved was it deterred. God is ne- 
ver behind hand with ary, . but that which he tenders us upon 
cur beleevirg, hee gives ioſoone as ever weedoe belceve; 
God.had determined it,the Angel had acquainted ber with it, 
that ſuch a thing ſhould be, there is nothing then lacking, buc 
that ſhe conſent to it and embrace it: So ſoon as ever ſhe belecees 
ved and obeyed, Luks 1.38. this ſacred Birthwas conceived 
within her. 1 note this therather, becauſe looke how it was 
withthe Virgin ary in her corporal conceptionof Chriſt ; 
right ſo it is with us , when wee conceive Chriſt ſpiritually in 
our hearts;ſo ſcon as ever we beleevethe promiſes ofthe Gof 
pellthrough him , Chriſt ispreſently framed and_faſhioned 
withinns. | yy 
Thefifth and laſt point is the conſequents that did enſne 
vpon the Incarnation of Chriſt ; ] meane ſuch as did enſue vp- 
on this nnion in regard of himſelfe, For the conſequentsthar 
did enſne inregard of vs, are comprehended under the fourth 
generall head, namely, his mediation executed in and by 
this Incarnaticn ; bur the conſequents to be conſidered here, 
are ſich as enſued inreſpeR of Chriſt himſelfe; and theſe may- 
be called Graces, and they are ſuch things as befell the Aſan- 
. hoodot Chriſt (for no ſuch things can befall his Godhead,nc>  - 
thing cangrace it tom man) and tbeſe may be diflinguiſhed 
into two ſorts: Firſt,ſfome are called Gifrs;Secondly,ſome may 
be called Royalties, 

And firſt for Gifts ; vpontheunion of the rwo. Natures in 
Chriſt, many gifts þefell the Manhood of Chrift : for where. 
ſoever Godis preſent in-love ,. hegives and that. bountiful 
ly. ; munch moreto that hrmane naturewhich himſelfe hath 
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pleaſed ro aſſume and cake unto himſelfe, Wee. will conſider 
of theſe gifts in theſe two reipeCts : Firſt, what.rhey were : Sc- 
condly, in what meaſnre they were found in Chriſt. Firſt, 
har they were; even all the good thar the humane Nature 
was capable of '; rheſe gifts were either gifts of Body , orof 
Minde. Firft, ofthe Body ; He had a come]y countenance,a 
good complexion, a remperate conſtitution, and feemely ſta- 
ture. Secondly, ofthe Minde,a pregnant wit, ſober affections, 
ſtable memory, ſonnd judgement. And though rhe Scriprure 
dorh nor expreſlely ſpeak rhis;yet reaſon requires it, that the 
natnreaflumed into the Holy -perſon of the Sonne of God, 
ſhould be no whit inferiour to any that ever was of that kind, 
Bur yetthe Scripture is not altogether filent in this ei- 
therfor the Body, and therefore it is ſaid, P ſalme 45. 2. Thos 
art fairer than the children of men, thatis , he had a comely 
countenance and good complexion : and howſoever it be ſaid, 
Eſay 53+ That he had neither forme nor beauty, that is (po- 
ken inreſpe& ofthe Zewes;that did norefteem him nor regard 
him, but maligne hi»: : And foin reſpe& of Soule too, it 1s 
ſaid, Eſaiah 11. 2, 3. That hee bad the Spirit of wiſdome and 
wrderiFanding, the Spirit of connſell and ſtrength, the Spirit 
of knoxledge,and the feare of the Lord.Other places of Scrip=- 
ture ſpeake of the gifts of the Body and of Soule rogerher; as 
Luke 2.40. And the child grew, that is fpoken of his Body; 
and he was filled with wfrbus , that is ſpoken of his Soule : 
And verſe 5 2, Jeſus encreaſed in wiſedome, that is, the gifts 
ofhis minde ; and in ſtatare, that is, in reſpeR ofhis Body ; 
and in favourwith God andman, that is not ſpoken ofhis 
 ourward endowments, fer God lookes not upon rhe connte- 
nance of a mans perſon, but the meaning is,he had ſuch excel- 
lenc gifts and graces of mind,as Helineſſe Wiſedome,and ſuch 
like,whereby he was in favonr both with God and men.We ſee * 
. then howrichly our Saviour was furniſhed in himſelfe , nor 
onely with rhe gifts of Nature , whereby he got favour with 
men, but of Grace too, whereby he was in favour with God, 
Fobn1.14,16. He was full of grace, &c. Secondly, in what 
meaſure were theſegifts fonnd in him ? Tanſwer , Inan high 
and excellent degree, more thanin any orher > P ſa/me 4 2. 
on 
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T hog art fairer, &c. Adams himielfe was not equall ro hims, 
at the leaſt for the gifts of grace, e Adam came tar ſhort ofthat 
knowledge, andwiſedome ,- and nnderſtanding wherewich 
the Manhood of Chrift was endowed , becauſe Adam had 
theſe graces and gifts from God, Chcift had the preſence of 
che Godhead:;hishnmane naturebeingunired nmo his God- 
head, had an excellency above all others,and rherefore excel- 
lent graces above others. ' Some have thought that becauſe 
the hamane nature was nnited to the Godhead inthe perſon of 
Chrift,that therefore ir received infinite and nncreated know- 
ledge and wiſedome, &c. therefore here we-mnſt marke this 
ruſe, That he had all wifedome and knowledge, &c. ſofarre 
2s his manhood was capable of ir ; bur his manhood was not 
capable ofthis; as heewas man, hee was a creature, and there- 
fore wee muſt ſtill keepe within the bonnds of a creature ; 
as wee mult not detract from his manhood , ſo wee mnſt noe 
aclde roir. And therefore though. uncreate .and infinite. 
knowledge and wiſedome were found in Him as he was God, 


| yethis manhood was not capable of ſuch infiniteneſle. 


The ſecond point is concerning the royalties that befel|the 
manhood of Chriſt , inreſpe& of his Incarnation. For where 
God is preſent in favonr,and love,he conferres great grace and 
glory on them that he is preſent withall, much morewhere he 
1s perſonally one with that which hee is preſent with, as hee is 
with Chrift. Theſe royalties are foure:the firſt is a cohabiration 
or dwelling ofthe manhood with the Godhead : the ſecond is 
the cooperation and joynt working together of both:the third 
is the glorification ofthe humane nature:and the fourth is the 
communication of properties. | 

The firſt royalty, is the cohabitation or dwelling togerher 
of the manhood with the Godhead : that the manhood ſhonld 
dwell under oneroofe as it were with the glorious Majeſty 
of God ; this isa great Royalty, and of this che Apoſtle 
ſpeakes, Coloſ. 2.9. For in him dwelleth allthe fulneſſe ofthe 
Godhead bedily Which thong) ir be ſpoken of thewhole per- 
ſon of Chriſt, yer bodily ſpecifies the hononr thar thereby the 
Fleſh or manhood is graced wichall, And ifit bea great Royal- 
ty to the faithtull,for God to dwell in them by his Nay 
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much more is this a great Royalty:hat God ſhould dwell per- 
ſonally in Chriſt. 

The ſecond Royalty, is the Cooperation and joynt m—_ | 
together of both, like fellow and fellow well met, (if I mayo 
ipeake.) For howſoever the Deity is infinitely greater than 
the Manhood ; yet ir deales nor with it , as great men are 
wont to doe with lefle, roſway all chemſelves : But the God- 
head permirs and:gives way to the inferiour natnre, the Man- 
hood, Firſt, in that it ſuffers it to doe, androworke accor- 
ding toits ownekinde. Secondly, inthar it quickens,ſu- 
ſaines,and affiſts the Manhood to worke. Thirdly, the God- 
head joynes and concurres oftentimes with the Manhood in 
one and the ſame worke ;- henceitis, that the Actions of 
Chriſt are called The andricall Actions, not only becauſe the 
fame perſon doth them being beth God and man, burbecanſe 
the Actions of the Godhead doe lend their power tothe Acti- 
ons ofthe Manhood, andthe Actions ofrhe Manhood are 
ſerviceable Infiruments unco them- As when he walked on the 
Sea, Mat. 14+ 25-itwas an action of his Manhood co walke; 
bur that hee walked on the warers , this is an Action of his 
Godhead concutring therewithal.So likewiſe in ratfing Laz4- 

ru from the dead,it was an ation of his Manhood to calhim; 
bur it was an Action ofhis Godhead to givehim power to 
riſe out of the grave, So wee ce, this isa great aoity 


_ tothe humane nature of Chriſt , nor onelyro be acquainte 


and to dwell together with the divine Nature, but alſo 
chat _ do oft times concurre together in oneand the ſame 
WOTIKE. ; 

The third Royalty, is the Glorification ofthe humane na- 
rurewith theglory of the divine nature, foraſmuch as after the 
Reſurrection and Aſcenſion, it was glorified with the glory 
of the Godhead {© farre as it was capable ofit, John17.5, 
This glory Chriſt prayed for,Father,glorifie me with the glo-. 
ry I had with thee before the world was,that 1s,withthe glory 
ofthe Godhead: and © it was performed,1 7 im.1-16. And re- 
ceived up into the glory, and foit ſhall conrinue totheend of 
the wcrld for Chriſt ſhall come to Jndgement 1n the glory of 
Godthe Father, ſat. 6.27-So we ſeethat thisis a wonderful 

| . Royalty, 


Rage: namely, the exalcation ofthehnmane Nature tothe 
ory of the divine Nature. Bur till wee mnſt keepe' withi 
cheſe bounds, that is,” as I faid before; that itis exalcedrothe 
glory of the'Ggdhead, ſo farre as it is capable of it, The Man- 
oodis finite, & therefore nor capable of infinireglorys But 
yet the hamane Nature of Chriſt is ' infinitely mioreglorions, _, 
chan the Narure ofallMen, or Angels ,  orocher Creatures 
whatſoever, 0 © Li of! 92% 14 M0 
The fonrch and laſt Royalty, is the communication of pro- 
perties. This is a hard point + ſome properties belong to the 
Godhead , ſome to the Manhood; and theſe are com- 
municatedto-each Natnre.' Thoſe that are peculiar rothehn- 
mane nattire;areafficmed of the divine; andrhoſt thatare pe- 


culiar tothe divine Name \are affirmed'of che Humane. 
Cotnmunicarion of properties , isthis, thar 'Chrift-God 
gives the Titlegof the Divige/ properties ro Chriſt-Man, and 
receives the ticles of the hnniane properties of Chriſt-Man. 
You mutt uhderſtirid, that this is nor done in deed by way of 
eommunicarion' berwixethe Natures, pros Fe: Bon: mo 
affirmarion ofthe whole Perſon. As for example”: Ir is-rhe 
of Chriſt-God'ro bee Immortall, and of Chrift- 
Man to beeMortall': and yer Chrift-God may beefaid ro bee | 
Mortell, and Chrift-Mar may bee ſaid ro bee Immiortall. 'And | 
this wee may fay withont b Ing. Predicatione tantwws, zixch de_in- 
Fo wveriſcime& realiſrime,quia Chriſte ſubſeſtit in ntraque contro. 4, 
orma. © | 
Wewill make itplainein an obſervation; andtharis this, Doftrine. 
namely, That howſoever rhe Godhead and Manhood in Chriſt 
are rwo diſtin Natures, even after chieUnioh, and that each 
Nature recaines their feverall workes'and properries, yer nor- 
withſtanding that which belongs ro cirher ofthe Narures,, is 
aſcribed rothe whole Perſon of Cltit, and thatin regard of 
 borh Nacures. Examples will makeic cleare. Andfict,” 1yvill 
give you examples ont oftheScriprure,wherethe 


perties are aſcribed ro Chriſt-God-: ah ondly,where the 
Divine properries are aſcribed ro Chriſt-Man. Firft, where the 


. Humane properties, arc aſcribed ro Chriſt-God, as A. 20. 
28. God parchaſed bis Church "_ his owne blogd, Blond is- 
| Eo proper 
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oper ro Chriſt-Man,nor.to Chriſt-God ; yet hereit 18 attri- 
med to Chriſt-God by communication ofproperties: The 
like you ſhall finde in other places. Atts 3.1 5. and killed the 
Send \ bes 1 Cor.2.8, Cracified the Lord of Glory. ]r is pro= 
per ro Chriſt- Man cobe killed and crucified , to Chriſt- God 
to be Lord of; Lifeand Lord of Glory 2 and yer here by com- 
munication of properties , [it is attributed ro Chriſt-God to 
be killed andcrucified, who is the Lord of life and glory. Se- 
condly , the Divine'propertiesare aſcribed coChriſt-Mar, 
Locke 1.43. The mother of my Lord, CHMary was Chriſts mo- 
ther as he was Man , but yetby communication of ties 
Jheis called tbe mother of gen or, of the-Z,ord, which .isthe 
Title of his Godhead, ſo, Jobn 6.62. What then if you 
(beuld ſee the. Sonne of Man aſcend where hee was befors | 
Why, bis Manhood was not in heaven before, bur his God. 
ned. : burthisis pokenby communication of properties, 
whereby that which is. proper to hjs Godhead, is attribured 
ro his Manhood. 1 will make it plaine by an example : A Man 
confiftethof Body and Sonle:the Soule 1s fpirituall, che Bod 
corporall. Now you may ſay of a man, that he is both Spiricuall 
and Corporall, ——_ he conlifls of both in one Perſon : And 
ſo you may ſay of Chriſt-God that he is mortall,and of Chrift« 
Man that he 1s immortall, becauſe ke18Godand Man inone 
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Reaſon,  ». Thereaſonofthepoint is, and there isbur thisone, Becanſe , F 
| of the oneneſſe of the Perfon, that he is both God and Man in 
one Perſon.-/ Hence the properties-of the one are affirmed of 
the other, agin- tbat fimilitude which I gave you before; 
becauſe a Man conſiſts of Soule and Body, that which belongs 
to either may betruely affirmed ofthe whole Man, becauſe he 
oth conrainborh in one Perſop. And ſo it is in Chriſt, becauſe 
he is one in Perſon, therefore the properties that belong to ci» 
ther Natvre, may be attribnted to whole Chriſt, 
The Uſes are theſe : h 
ſer. Firſt; this ſhovld reach us that we ſhould not finmble ar a» 
ny of theſe phraſes of ſpeech when wee meetewith themin 
tbe Scripture, as ifthere were any conſuGon of Natures, or 
at ordityin ſpeech ; but wee muſt thinke them the fitteſt, _ 
| Tf erneſt, 
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eryeand moſt proper ſpeech that cam bented, roexprefſerhe = 
meaning of the holy Ghoſt. Yea,bue you will ay how can com> Objeft, 
traries be afficm=d of one and rhe ſams Snb>ftagce”? Iris rae; Anſwer. 
ic cannot in one and che ſame reſpe&; butin divers reſpeRts it 
may. Chriſt is vicible, and invifible,,- but not in one and the >* eolemſed 
ſamereſpeR:he< is viſiole in reſpeRofhisimmane Nacuce;bur 777/745" 
iovifible inreſpeR of his divine Nacure,/ + + -/. ay” RE; 
. Anccherexception may b2here made, ndchatis this 2 Tfir: g bjefion. 
be in forme of ſpeech only, 8 nor in rrarh ob cheithing,ir is but 
falſhood and deceir. Yes,iris{o inchecruchof the thing roo.in A4yfwer, 
regard of che perſon of whom ic is affirmed,chough in regard of 
the cer be but op aney= | ifs ; 
- Yea, but thirdly, you willfay, May-I not ſay then, his Man- O5;eft;ow. 2 
hood is his Godhead, and his Ch is his Manhood 2Tan- jy rmon | 
ſwer, No, yo may lafely fay.inche concrete, that Chritt-God tc is onzly in 
1s Man, or Chrift-Manis God : -buc nor incheabſtract, that concrero. 
Chriſts Manhood;is his Godhead, or his Godhead, is his 
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Manhood;; no, ,noe onebeuſed in the concrere,the 0- DBurcungu: o- 
cher.inthe abſiraQ,asto fay, Chrift-God is rhe Manhood, or —_— 


Chrifts Godhead is Man, norcontrary : Barwe mayſay, c;,;2; 1, 
Chriſt-God is Man » and-Chrift-Man is God ;; for then 'wee pre licentur 
ſpeake in che concrete of che Perſon, which is one. Bur when 94 ext uric 
we (peake of che Godhead alone , or ofthe Manhood alone in 4/07. 
the abſtrat,thenwee ſpeake of rhe Natures, .andrhey are che 
* fameſtilL We cannor fay,his manhood is viſible and inviſible, 
nor that his Godhead is viſible and invifible roo : bur we ma 
fay, Chriſt-Man is viſible and inviſible. and Chrift-Godis vi- 
fible and iovifible, for thenwe ſpeakeof che perſon, bur wee 
mukſt not ſingle out che narnres. I may ſay of my ſelfe,chac Iam | 
ſpiritnall andbodily.; but I cannorfay ofmy ſonle alone, thac . 
it is ſpiricuall and badily ; nor likew!1ſe of my bodyalone,thar 
it is bodily andfpirityall ; for chatwhich may beaffirmed of 
che Perſon,cannax be affirmed of the Natnre:Theſe phraſes are 
nſuall inthe Seripture, and therefore I wonld have you cake 
notice of chem. Our Saviour hath ſacha ſpeech in Job» 6.67. 
What then if you (bould ſee the Sonne of Man aſcend up where 
he was before ? There yon mnſtunderftand;rhar irs ſpoken 
communication of properries, - ifbe had Gidehns, Wharif 
| *Rer 2 you 
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74 Of Godyof Chriſt 


Ae 2, 


of God,beires and cobeires with himielfe ni 
. ing Chriſt hach takenmy finnes and myinfirmities npon him, 


you ſhould ſee Chriſt, who is very Man, aſcend np where his 
erſon was before ? he doth not fay , where his Nacure, the 
| was before ; but becauſe bee was there before inre- 
gard of one ofhisNatures;the Godhead ; cherefore this may 
be ſaid of both in reſpet of his Perſon, 4ogehet il 
The laſtUſe,. is matter of fingular ceiafore roall Gods chil- 
dren; for as it is in his ewne perſon berwixt the Godhead and 
the Manhood,fo:it igin ſome meaſure alſo in his mediarionbe- 
ewixcGodand ns;s .hee being the Sonne of God, very God, 
rooke our title on him The Sonne-of Man, became very man, 
bare onr ſinnes, and taſted our infirmites,' and endured our 
puniſhment;thar which was onrs he received, and it was true- 
ly cran{lated nnto hiv — unto us his citles,ohe ſous 
ith bimfelfe. And therefore ſe- 


they ſhall never be more able ro condemane me; than they are 
to condemne bim. : iftherebee nocondenination to Chriſt, 
neicheris there any condemnarion'ro them that bein'Chtiſt, 
And likewiſe his righteonſheſſe ſhat jaſtifie me inthe preſence: 
of God, ashe himſelfersjuſtified.' And omnchoftherhire 
generall point inthe Texr,namely,'the incarnation of Chriſt. 
The fonrch generall point, (and thar is bue a by-thing inre- 
ſpeR ofthe Text)is the benefir of Ghrifts Incatnarion, name- 
ly, hismediation, whichwasexecured 1natidby his Incarna-/ 
tx0n : for thisis the end thereof inreſpett of us, t Tim: 1.15. 
This # atrae ſaying , andby all meanes worthy to berectived, 
that Chrift Jeſus came into the world to ſavi ſmneri.” Allthe 
doings and ſufferings of Chriſt 'doe-concurre to'this worke, 
namely.his Mediation to bring us ro God? Andall the bene 
firs that we receiveby Chriſt, Juſtification,” Redebption, In 
terceſrion; &o.are comprehended 'nnder this title, namely; 
his Mediation. And the whole office of Chriſt is rgeificantly' 
expreſſed by this one word, Chrifts Mediation. God and we 
wereat variance,Chriſt he interpoſed himfelfe berwixt God &' 
us, asa Mediacour to make peace and atronement for ns: 
Why, bur then you willſay;He 1s Mediarour tohimſclfe, for \ 
heis God. I anfver; Why nor ?: rhe Apoſile faith ſoin # (or. 
5-19i:God was in Chriff recontiling the werld't0 himſelfe, 
C | Hence 
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\Of Gadyof Chriſt. 


_— Henoe wemaydraw thisobſervation, nunely;/ The 


Chriſt, The wordwadr Bleh;is Meditito 
man in boch'Natwres, 4#7 2028; Godpurchaſed 


hi Chandss 


with bis ewne bloxd. Godpurchaſe#j\ybereighis ama | 
ca 


with his owne bloud;, theres his Manhood, Sohueis cal 
Emannel, chats, Got: warb'we, Marrh; 1.34 hes ivoue Wii 


God, and one with ts comediae bunt God inidus))i)- 
-; - The Rea@nicarertheſs:FidkCheifimAdyeſorys,there- 
foremanmediaes'}2 id hemaſt rife }'therefore' God 
| mediates; Rewsi 1.9; Heedeblared binfeifowigheityes be eh 
Sonne of God, by the Refurroition fromV| yrs wr 
Hee mas ierutified roncerning bro ffymry's yittiverh bes 


through tht powewef Godt! 215 271550 rov lot gnitfis emit 
-© Secondly; he nai ſuffer; end honmtoverooe: Heb 27g, 
Faras mach arth##h dren weyelpartaker# of and bloxd, 
bt himiſelfe alſo rwoks part with thens;thatbe with arfhrez 
through azath, him that had the power of death, thar isj't 
. Divell. So likewiſe hee muſt beare our ſtripes,and heal ns by 
them,/ſa.53-5. therefore he muſt mediate for usin both Na- 
rores, as he is God and man. 

Laſtly,ir isa part ofhis mediatorſhip,ro heare our prayers,8& 
forgive ns our fins, as wel as to pray for us, and beare our ſins, 

The firſt Uſe is againſt Papiſts;tharexclnderhe Godhead of 
Chriſt, as formale principium in his mediation ; that ſay, thar 
only digmtfies and makes his ations of value, but doth nothing 
in x worke : bur we ſay, he performes the worke of mediati- 
on in both natures, Rom. 1. 4. He declares himſelfe mightily 
to be the Sonne of God, by the reſmryetion from the dead, Bur 
the Papiſts thinke they hir ic home , when they bring that 
place, Tim, 2.5. There is but one mediatony betwixt God 
and man,the man Chriſt Jeſus: Therefore,fay they, he is me- 
diator in his manhood onely. Burt we deny the reaſon:for this 
is ſpoken by theRule of communication of properties, and is 
meant of his perſon, not [1s manhood: ifhe had ſaid the man- 
hood , it had beeneplaine ; buthe ſaith wex;therefore ir is 
meanc of his perſon, that is very God and very Man. , 


Secondly, this reacherth us corenounce allother media- 
conrs which are nor God : for either we muſt make them gods 
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"Of 6d, of Chriſt. 


"0777; charwamakeogr mediatonrs(a8 thePepitsdobyeonequem, |, 


. him ; for whatche manhood conld not 'doe in the worke of 


\reſt wholly andonely upon him,as upon a moſt perfet Media- 
roure 1 ; 


in chaccbey make them ſearchersoſrhe heart Joreife they can 
be nomediators. Ifthey.bee mediators, they mutt be redee- 
mers c00;1 7 599-2.5,6-there they are joyned rogether,ove He þ 
diator betwixt God and man,the man Chriſt Feſms; who gave ; 
himſclfe 4 nefawe , &c,. Nonecan ranfomeus , buc Jeſus 

Chriſt, and therefore none can mediace for ns bur he. 

, Thicdly,this ceacherh us char Chrift'is intirelyonrs,both his 
Godhead, and his Manhood, andall chat he hath doneinboch 
Nacures,in the workeofhis mediacion,being moſt perfe&t,en- | 
tire, and all-fafficienc, is alſo ours. And therefore we ſhonld 
cat our ſelyes wholly him.,. and our fairh-in 
him, aſſuring our ſelves that we are fullyreconciled coGod in 


our mediation that the Godhead did ; and therefore lecus 
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